WIND RIVER/SWEETWATER RIVER LOCAL SAGE-GROUSE WORKING GROUP 

MEETING MINUTES

June 14, 2006

Attendance:  Stan Harter, Brad Meyer (facilitator), Dave Vaughn, Western Thayer, Steve Platt, Pat Hnilicka, Sue Oberlie, Tom Christiansen, Mickey Asbell, Dave Lieb, Bill Skelton, Jason Fearnyough (Guest, Department of Agriculture).

NOT PRESENT: Rob Philp, Tony Malmberg, Tom Abernathy, Jack Welch, Jim Haverkamp 

Meeting began at 9:40AM at the Lander Wyoming Game & Fish Department. 

Sue mentioned that the BLM is having an open house to introduce their new field manager, Bob Ross. He comes from the Newcastle Resource Area. The BLM has had some limited discussions regarding this year’s drought and whether they will impose any grazing use reductions. At this point they have not decided whether they will recommend or implement any reductions. The Government Draw project has been monitored and showed more Crepis (good grouse food) in the aerated areas than in the mowed areas. It has really dried out due to the lack of rainfall though. 

Tom Christiansen mentioned that the representatives from the BLM Science Center in Lakewood CO have worked with the Western Assoc of Fish & Wildlife Agencies, and the Department of Agriculture to synthesize information on grazing, sage grouse and sagebrush. They will be here today to discuss with us their work and are looking for feedback from us as to what direction they should take in disseminating this information and what data we’d like to see disseminated. The $1,000,000 that the Legislature appropriated for sage grouse conservation will be divided up and provided to each group. All 8 groups, excluding Jackson, will have $135,000 available beginning July 1, 2006 and must be spent by September, 2008. Jackson will receive less because they have so few grouse. Each group has the discretion as to what project(s) to fund. The Northeast Group is finalizing their draft plan and Bates Hole is close behind. These will be available to our group to use as we see fit. Drought is really affecting chick production this year.

Pat mentioned that the sage grouse telemetry study on Wind River Reservation is going well. Have spent lots of time in field monitoring movements, survival and nest success of radioed birds. Had collared 17 males and 14 females. At this time, of ~10 hens, none had successfully nested. Barren hens have generally grouped up and moved toward higher elevation summer range along the foothills of the Wind River Range. Half of birds are unaccounted for due to large movements and have been “lost” from ground tracking. A flight is scheduled and will help find missing birds. 

Stan handed out GIS maps of each focus area that Nyssa had created for the group. Stan led discussions related to a table that he had put together that pulled Action Items and RMPs out of the Goals and Objectives outline. 

The group talked at length about Action Items and RMPs (Recommended Management Practices) and did some editing. In the afternoon, the group continued discussion and broke into 4 small groups to edit Goals and Objectives. The group liked the small group process as it was effective and efficient. The groups edits of the Goals and Objectives were given to Stan for him to incorporate into the electronic file. Sara McCall and Travis Haby from the BLM’s Science Center visited with group for about ½ hour asking us for feedback on a project to develop RMPs for grazing to benefit sage grouse. They have searched the peer-reviewed literature for articles related to grazing and sage grouse. They’re main question to us was what we think would be the best way to get this information out to the Working Groups and the ranching interests. Feedback from the group was generally positive and that this information will benefit ranchers and sage grouse. They provided 3 formats for us to review and the group seemed to like the Question/Answer format best. Other suggestions were provided. Further comments should be sent to Tom C. and he will forward to Sara and Travis.   

TO DO: 

· Tom Christiansen will ask whether money from the Wyoming Sage Grouse Conservation Fund can be used on tribal lands.  

NEXT MEETING: July 18, 9:30AM, Game & Fish Office.

