WIND RIVER/SWEETWATER RIVER LOCAL SAGE-GROUSE WORKING GROUP 

November 2, 2006 MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Tom Abernathy, Sue Oberlie, Dave Vaughan, Jack Welch, Bill Skelton, Steve Platt, Pat Hnilicka, Stan Harter, Jim Haverkamp, and Tom Christiansen.

ABSENT: Rob Philp, Mickey Asbell, Tony Malmberg, Dave Lieb, and Western Thayer.

FACILITATOR: Barbara Hauge

Meeting began at 9:10 AM and ended about 3:20 PM and was held at the BLM office in Lander.

Group welcomed Barbara Hauge as the new facilitator. She will be helping us over the next 4-5 meetings to keep us on-track and complete our plan. We reviewed our timeline and by the middle of December, the draft plan will be done for the group’s review and by the end of January it will be available for public review. The group reiterated that members should respond yeah or nay as to whether they like what’s in the plan. If no response, then consensus is assumed and we will proceed forward. 
Tom A. mentioned that there is a technical team that will review grazing RMPs. A letter to the working groups is forthcoming. Tom C. reminded us that our plan must be PECE compliant (Policy for the Evaluation of Conservation Efforts). Compliant plans have concrete, specific on-the-ground actions that will benefit sage grouse and assurances of who will do the work, how it will be done, and where funding will come from. The USFWS will not voluntarily review our plans to check for compliance unless our group requests them to do so or the sage grouse is petitioned again for listing at which time the USFWS will be required to review it.

Group discussed whether our plan is informative or regulatory. The plan is informative, not regulatory as all projects, RMPs, etc. are voluntary cooperation from willing participants.
Tom C. gave us an update on the Cooperative Sagebrush Initiative. This is a nationally organized team of high-level members from the oil/gas industry, state and federal wildlife agencies, tribes, landowners and conservation groups that is trying to develop long-term, substantial funding for support sage grouse and sagebrush conservation. They met in Boise last week. Funding ideas discussed so far: for every dollar in the fund, 70% would go for on-the-ground projects, 20% for research and monitoring, and 10% for education. Another idea is to give blocks of money to each of the 60+ working groups across the west. Bill said that in discussions he’s had with other industry folks there is interest in a company’s funding be used locally rather than supporting something in another part of the state or west where that company does not have operations.  

Our $134,000 provided to us by the Wyoming Legislature must be spent on projects by October 2008. 

Stan mentioned that the G&F tractor and mower is available to us for future projects. The G&F Construction crew has time in January & February to mow. The crew will determine whether costs will only involve fuel or fuel and a contract driver depending on the crew’s availability, distance to the project and size of the project. 
Sue stated the Government Draw burn is on hold due to drought conditions.

Jim asked that we delay bringing down a representative from the Plant Materials Center until next spring after the plan is completed. That way we could spend a day in the field. Group agreed.
Sue mentioned that Tim McKinney of the Yellowstone Ranch is interested in participating with our proposed Beaver Creek vegetation rehab project. Pat met with Dr. Steven Enloe, extension weed specialist with Univ. Wyoming. Steven is very interested in helping out with the project. 

To maintain continuity, Pat will stay as chair until January 2007 when the plan is completed. At that time, a new chair will be selected.

Group reviewed the grazing RMPs, and then broke into small groups to review and edit RMPs for mineral and energy development, all land uses, habitat, vegetation management and treatments, farming, hunting, parasites and disease, pesticides, recreation, residential development, and weather.   
Next meeting is Tuesday, November 14 at 9AM at the Lander BLM office. Agenda items include: review draft RMPs for Conflicting Wildlife Mgmt & Predation,  review draft project commitments and recommended actions, and decide whether to fund Carrie Dobey’s $10,000 habitat proposal. 

To Do:

· Pat contact Carrie Dobey and ask her to fill out a funding request form by 11/14.
· Pat and Stan (and anyone else) will meet 11/13 at 1PM at G&F to review RMP edits.
· Dave V. and Tom will get together to review grazing RMPs.
