WIND RIVER/SWEETWATER RIVER LOCAL SAGE-GROUSE WORKING GROUP 

August 15, 2006 MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Jim Haverkamp, Sue Oberlie, Dave Vaughan, Bill Skelton, Jack Welch, Mickey Asbell, Dave Lieb, Brad Meyer, Steve Platt, Pat Hnilicka, Stan Harter, and Tom Christiansen.

ABSENT: Tom Abernathy, Rob Philp, Tony Malmberg, and Western Thayer.
Meeting began at 10:05 AM and ended about 4 PM.

Tom mentioned that there may be a very large pot of money available for projects in the near future and so we should be thinking big. The Landowner Incentive Program is a federal program that will match our working group dollars 50/50. The Northeast group has finalized their plan and will be taking it to the Commission in early September for approval. They did not have much attendance at their public meetings but got substantive written comments that they incorporated into their plan. They had several open house meetings that were well publicized, then followed by a 30 day comment period. The presentations on raven ecology in Pinedale on August 24 may be videotaped by G&F and passed to other groups for review. There were 2 swans from Michigan or Wisconsin that might have died of bird flu, however, this was likely a different strain than the H5N1 that currently sweeping through Europe and Asia.

Sue mentioned that BLM's priority is Oil and Gas, and so it’s been difficult for BLM to do EAs and get archeology clearance on other non Oil and Gas projects. It was suggested that we could contract out the write-up of EAs and/or archeology clearance on projects we wanted to do on BLM lands.

Dave V. stated that the Sportsman for Wildlife approved $6,000 for a coyote bounty. Each coyote will bring $20.

Pat had sent a letter to Sarah McCall of the BLM’s Science center supporting their effort to distribute information on grazing and sage grouse, that our group liked the Question & Answer format, that it be written in layman’s terms with technical information apendicized or in the latter part of each Answer, and that the searchable web-based database was a good idea.

The group talked at length on reclamation of oil and gas sites. Bill talked with Devon folks regarding watering newly seeded reclaimed sites. Devon personnel wondered how long that would need to be done and would it enhance weed production. The sites that Devon reseeded this past spring were overrun by halogeton. The native seeds did not take because of a lack of rains. Steve mentioned that there is a sterile wheat that’s been used for about 10 years as a cover-crop and has worked very well in helping reestablish native vegetation. Sue believes strongly that we need to look at a multi-stage reclamation in order to beat halogeton and other weeds. Tom suggested that “mat drilling” (where that ground at a drill site is covered by wooden pallets thus minimizing surface disturbance) is an option. It’s been used in the Jonah Field. Bill thinks it’s a great option where feasible. Sue stated that BLM requires 2 forbs in their seed mix and that the plant Material Center would be very helpful in any reclamation study that we might do. Sue suggested that we do a tour with the center’s personnel to help us with ideas on a reclamation study. The Government Draw mowing and aeration project showed 2X the Crepis species in the aerated areas as in the mowing areas. Crepis is an important sage grouse food. Steve stated that the key to reclamation success is saving the top soil. Dave V. mentioned that some areas disturbed by human activities cannot be reclaimed, just by the nature of the soils, etc. and that there are some areas that will revegetate on their own because of good soils, good moisture etc. It’s the 80% in between that we should focus on.

The group next spent the majority of the meeting time discussing plan projects and actions. Stan stated that we should soon begin greater development of our priority projects by assigning subcommittees to take the lead. Stan thought we shouldn’t wait until the plan is finished. Mickey suggested that we wait on pushing to meet a funding deadline (like the Wildlife Trust Fund deadline in late September) until we get better organized with our projects. The group agreed. Dave V. would like us to brainstorm more projects. Stan thought the best way to organize our projects and RMP list was to break them into 3 tables as follows: Project Commitments (projects we have specific ideas for and will do in the next few years), Recommended Actions (projects that are good ideas but do not have specific details) and Recommended Management Practices (a list of practices that would benefit sage grouse and their habitats). The group agreed. The group then separated the entire project list into the 3 tables. 

Stan mentioned that we are close to finishing up with new material for the plan, and now it will entail assembling it all together. Stan will be working on the conservation assessment in the near future. The plan will contain the conservation assessment, maps, issues of concern, goals and objectives, project commitments, recommended actions, and recommended management practices.

Jack felt that we needed more input into the plan on grazing RMPs and grazing related projects. The group discussed and decided that we will spend time developing more grazing related input at our next meeting. Bill suggested that we re-look at the Landowner Survey results and contact those that expressed interest in helping out with sage grouse. We could approach these folks with doing habitat treatments on their places. 
Sue and Jack talked about approaching the new owners of the Yellowstone Ranch about doing a knapweed control project of their fallow hay fields. This would help sage grouse by improving brood rearing habitat. This would be a very large and expensive project that would involve a number of partners. The group agreed that this was a priority project worth pursuing.   
Next meeting is Tuesday, September 19 at 10AM at the Riverton Library. For those wishing to carpool from Lander, meet at the G&F office at 9:15AM to ride over. Agenda items include further discussion on grazing Recommended Management Practices and projects, brainstorming other possible projects, and review of the 3 tables discussed at the August meeting (Project Commitments, Recommended Actions, and Recommended Management Practices).
To Do:

· Bill will contact Encana to discuss their results of watering reclaimed sites.
· Sue will contact Tim McKinney of the Yellowstone Ranch to discuss whether the knapweed control project would be possible.

· Stan will revise the project list and RMPs into 3 tables and disseminate to the group before the next meeting.

· Stan will talk with Bill Cowling about the use of the large tractor and mower (availability and the group's cost of using this equipment for future projects). 
· Pat will contact Tracy Fry of Wildlife Services to see if he would come and give the group an update on the nest predation study he was doing.

· Pat will check with BIA to get discuss projects on the Reservation.

· Jim will talk about doing a habitat treatment and reseeding project on private lands with personnel from the Keith brothers’ ranch located up Deer Creek east of Moneta. 
· Jim will contact the Plant Materials Center about coming down for a tour in early November.

· Jim will check to see if NRCS will fund weed control through the WHIP program.

· Steve will check with AML and Pathfinder mines about doing a tour of reclaimed sites in the Gas Hills.

· Dave L. will check on availability of the Riverton Library for our next meeting.

