WIND RIVER/SWEETWATER RIVER LOCAL SAGE-GROUSE WORKING GROUP 

July 18, 2006 MEETING MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: Jim Haverkamp, Sue Oberlie, Tom Abernathy, Bill Skelton, Jack Welch, Mickey 

Asbell, Dave Lieb, Western Thayer, Brad Meyer, Steve Platt, Pat Hnilicka, Stan Harter.

ABSENT: Dave Vaughan, Rob Philp, Tony Malmberg

Meeting began at 9:30 AM and ended about 3 PM.

Pat began our meeting with requests for any new agenda items. Sue brought up the opportunity to attend BLM drought tours in the area. Tours will include information regarding drought, residual cover, range fires, etc. Sue also talked about touring the Government Draw mechanical treatments next year to see vegetation response from the mowing and aerating. 

Discussion was also held regarding West Nile Virus and mosquito concerns. It has been found that robins are a main source of the virus, they are carriers but seldom die from it.

Pat handed out a map that showed recent locations of radio-marked sage grouse on the Wind River Reservation. Pat mentioned that chick numbers are very low. Also, those radio-marked birds in the Willow Creek area had 100% survival, while those in the Mule Butte and Sharpnose areas had ~70% survival. Though reasons are unknown, this may be related to the fact that the sage grouse in the Willow Creek area have no human developments to contend with while the Mule Butte and Sharpnose birds move though areas with homesites, highways, oil and gas developments, etc.

Stan discussed when our plan is due (draft due at end of year) and briefly reviewed the Northeast Working Group’s draft plan. Stan also mentioned that he has overlays of sage grouse winter range dating from the 1950s? that he wants to get digitized.

Pat asked for the group’s feedback on the BLM Science Center’s literature synthesis on grazing and sage grouse and will put together the group’s thoughts into a letter format and send to Sarah McCall. Thoughts include: we support the concept and think it will be helpful to the working groups and general public, we liked the Question and Answer format, we think it should be written in layman’s terms with technical information appendicized or incorporated into the latter part of each answer, and we thought the searchable web-based database of this information was a good idea.  

Pat and Stan recently attended the Sage Grouse Technical Committee meeting in Spearfish, North Dakota. Abstracts are available for those that want one. Of particular interest, gas development in the Powder River Basin has had a major negative impact on sage grouse populations. Stan also briefly reviewed other talks.

Rest of meeting was devoted to reviewing goals, objectives, action items and projects. 

Next meeting is August 15 at 10AM at Lander BLM Office (originally scheduled for Game & Fish).
To Do:

· Pat will write a letter to Sarah McCall of the BLM Science Center regarding our thoughts on the literature review.

· Bill Skelton will contact Encana to see their results of watering reclaimed sites.
