Upper Green River Sage Grouse Working Group

June 29, 2006

Attendance:  Lisa Solberg, Dean Clause, Aimee Davison, Bob Barrett, Ruben Vasquez, Cally McKee, Mark Gocke

Bill Boender – Sublette Examiner, Jason Fearneyhough, WY Dept of Agriculture

Next Meeting set for 9:00AM, July 25, at Pinedale Fire Hall

Dean handed out lek data from 2006

Grazing Guidelines

- Bob received a letter from WAFWA/BLM requesting to attend the next meeting to explain the guidelines they have come up with and see if its applicable to our group – about 60 minutes.

- Now it’s just a literature review and sythesis, but no real guidelines.

- Right now that group is not designed to provide on-the-ground technical assistance but it may be possible.

- Mark  will contact Bryce Krueger on details of LIP and his program.

The Plan

Predators 

- Bob reviewed proposed raven study plan and the group discussed.

- Bob will call Jim to see if he has contacted Wildlife Services about them designing a study.   If not, the group recommends we move forward with John’s proposal with Jim’s concurrence.

Grazing Management

- Bob discussed proposed pilot project with Steve Laster (BLM)

- Jim didn’t think Squaretop was the best place due to multiple permittees.  

- Steve Laster recommended Bench Corral individual or Upper Bench Corral for pilot project.  He will contact potential permittees and propose the pilot project.

- Bob will report back at next meeting on potential implementation of a pilot project.

Vegetation Management

- Ruben will ask county Weed and Pest about adding cheatgrass to the list of noxious weeds

- Ruben will contact Idaho and Nevada on success of cheatgrass control

- Cally will ask Lloyd (Encana) about whether “wash stations” are being used in Jonah Field and their effectiveness.

- Dean will check other LWG plans for other ideas.

- Dean will get specifics on where Game and Fish treatments are planned on Mesa.

- Ruben will send Dean a summary of the proposed Questar shrub planting trial.

Reclamation

- Lisa will see if she can get the BLM’s revised reclamation requirements or minimum requirements to release bond.

Water

- The group discussed the possibility of submitting proposal to One-Shot Antelope “Water for Wildlife” funding to repair/replace windmills, etc.

- The Conservation District received two kits to convert windmills to solar-powered wells through University of Wyoming.  Ruben noted ample demand from landowners.

* Cally and Ruben will edit the draft plan.

Get assignments to Dean by July 12.

