Upper Green River Sage Grouse Working Group

May 31, 2006

Attendance:  John Dahlke, Lisa Solberg, Tom Christensen, Dean Clause, Aimee Davison, Bob Barrett, Mark Gocke

Seed Mix Brochure:

Aimee – 

· NRCS will review Rick Dunn’s comments and accept or decline with justifications.  

· Aimee will send out the final draft to group in the next few weeks for review after the NRCS comments have been incorporated.  Shell will pay for reprinting.

Statewide update:

Tom – 

· Have completed a process for distributing legislative appropriations of $1.1 million over the next two years.  The money is designed for plan (project) implementation.  Each LWG, except Jackson, will be allotted $65 – 70,000 per year or $130,000 – 140,000 for 2 years.  

· No project proposal process unless Local Working Groups want to implement such a process to solicit projects from local community.

· Landowner Incentive Program (LIP) – several hundred thousand dollars from FWS available for sagebrush and habitat improvements on private lands with a 50% match (non-federal).

· Bryce Kreeger has details on LIP, may want to invite him to speak on that and his program.

Grazing guidelines: 

The LWG chairs will probably get a letter requesting to address LWG’s at one of next meetings.  The BLM, WAFWA, Department of Agriculture and Wyoming Game & Fish Dept. are involved.  

The Plan:

Feel free to use Northeastern Local Working Group plan as a template.  Need to incorporate project implementation table.

Predator group:  

· John will develop a summary of the raven study plan to be included in the group’s conservation plan.

· Jim B. will contact Rod (?) From Wildlife Services for potential support (money and labor) in raven control study.

· John will provide literature review on predator/sage grouse studies for plan.

· Suzy will contact WyDOT on carcass removal and develop management recommendations

Grazing management:

· Bob presented the group with his draft letter to BLM (Pinedale Field Manager) on grazing pilot project.  He plans to discuss it with Steve Laster for his support.  If approved, details of the pilot project will be incorporated into plan

· Bob will ask Jim and Suzy about who might be willing to try the pilot project or the possibility of using their allotments as pilot project.
· Lisa (and Tom) will look for BLM grazing standards and guidelines.
· Lisa will look for grazing allotment info from Rock Springs Resource Area.
Vegetation management:

· There was a discussion on noxious weeds and proposing to add cheatgrass to the list (Ruben could pursue this??).

· We may want to refer to Idaho or Nevada plans for ideas on cheatgrass control.

· Discussion on idea of implementing ‘wash stations’ in locations throughout county.  Jonah Field is already implementing.  Idea from Aimee
· Dean is soliciting input from Game and Fish habitat biologists for potential projects to be included in the plan.
Reclamation:

· Aimee and Lisa will provide a write-up on what BLM currently requires for reclamation, what reclamation has been done and the seeding trials planned.

· Dean will do a write-up on the mitigation trial plots planned on the Mesa.
· Lisa will provide summary of Encana’s shrub trials on well pads.
· Lisa will provide available info on matt drilling and data collection efforts.
Water:

· Dean will incorporate some recommendation for this section and coordinate with Jim.

Industry:

· Dean will incorporate what Aimee sent for RMP’s/BMP’s.

· Aimee offered to do a write-up on the Minerals section with help from Lisa, including a summary table and short narrative for each evaluation area.

Research and other:

· John will provide write-up on GIS project.

· Aimee will do write-up on potential use of Upper Green River Valley Land Trust.

· Lisa – will talk to Tom Rinkes about density dependence research idea and whether it is applicable to plan.

· Noise research (Who will do write-up?)

· John will do write-up on Ryegrass project

· May want to refer to State plan for additional ideas.

· Dean needs summary on Rusty’s research.  Tom will provide a copy to Dean.

· Dean will copy table of research from PAWG and incorporate into plan.

Mark will have Barb type notes and send to Dean by Friday.  Dean will fill in the blanks and return to Mark by early next week.  Mark will distribute minutes via email to group with tasks.  Group members will be asked to have their write-ups to Dean by June 19.  Dean will plan to return the revised plan back to everyone by June 23 for review prior to the next meeting.  

Next meeting will be 9:00 am, June 29 at the Fire Hall.
