Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

September 27, 2005

Game and Fish Office, Green River

Working Group Members Present:  

Rena Piper, Adrian Hunolt, Mark Kot, Vearl Bird, Chris Durham, Corby McGinnis, Don Hartman, Ron Lockwood, Mary Lynn Corbett and Lucy Wold. 
Working Group Members Absent:

Gavin Lovell, Dave Baer and Steve Martin

Guest Speakers:


None

Observers:


Tom Christiansen 

Discussion:



1) Reviewed minutes from August’s meeting and today’s meeting agenda. The minutes were approved and Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.

2) There were no public comments to address.

3) The group discussed the Sage Grouse Forum with favorable comments, especially in regards to the raven presentation.  Both the mining rep and weed rep from the panel gave good presentations as well.  Lucy encouraged everyone to read the notes from the forum.    

4) Chris will continue his membership with the group and there is a possibility that Lorraine Keith will attend some meetings as part of the public gallery.  

5) Update on approved projects – 

-
Sage Grouse and Sagebrush Conservation Information and Education Taxidermy and Placemat - The male sage grouse is ready to go to a taxidermist. A female will still need to be acquired to complete the display. Lucy will get bids on taxidermy work.  She will also update the bid on the placemats as it has expired and the word search is done.

-
Rock Creek Prescribed Burn – $6200 was awarded to this project and it took place Sept. 1-5th and went very well.  The biggest concern was it might not have burned enough, but that will not negatively affect sage grouse.  Grouse were seen on the burned sections eating dead insects while the ground was still smoldering.  Gavin will get pictures of the burn. He will also make sure the signs acknowledge the sage grouse working group’s contribution.

· Winter Range Closure Signs - Ron will get these signs ordered just as soon as Wally, the BLM recreation planner, returns from his bighorn sheep hunt.  

· South LaBarge Invasive Weed Control - Corby said that there is no rush on this project, as the spraying will not take place until June.  This project needs to be completed by June 30th and that’s about the time the weeds get going.  The first initial spraying will take place in June, using the $5000 awarded and then again three weeks later using BLM monies.

6) Corby updated the group on the Coop Weed Management Association and a project they completed this summer.  They sprayed with a 75% kill rate on the first spray, however, due to the rains the re-growth was phenomenal and these areas have to be resprayed.  Tom Collier from the University came and demonstrated how to collect bugs used as herbicides. Over 2000 bugs were collected to kill thistle.  Corby voiced her concern over Russian Knapweed that is now growing on BLM land on the Little Coal Creek Road.  This weed is coming from the cattle company that is adjacent and they are not controlling this weed.  The weed management group will aggressively spray this BLM section, but needs the weed and pest control’s help.  CWMA group will write a letter to the landowner asking for help and Corby will send a copy to the working group.  Ron Lockwood will call the Lincoln County Weed and Pest and the Pinedale BLM office to voice the Groups’ concerns about the weeds.  On a positive note, Corby wanted it noted that there is a BLM road going through her land allotment and after one call to the BLM regarding bad road conditions, the BLM came out and graded the road. The blading also removed the new weeds that were seeding.  This was a huge help!

7)  Chris said that Rock Springs is the only BLM office to have the detailed vegetative mapping and he showed the group maps of current water guzzlers and the sage grouse habitat areas they are in.  Chris suggested the group to adopt the Power line guzzler and repair it and then request money next year to move two of the guzzlers to more appropriate areas for sage grouse.  A considerable amount of discussion took place about what off site mitigation is and what types of Operator Committed Measures Chris deals with when assessing developments on BLM lands. The Group does not want to set a precedent in which a “currency standard” is established. For example, if one operator mitigates a guzzler or fence in one area that should not be the standard for all future mitigations.

8) Tom sent out a draft copy of a letter the group can use to contact senators and local representatives in our area.  He also suggested enclosing our working group brochure with the letter.  These letters can be sent as a group or individually.  Lucy will have a complete list of contacts before the next meeting.

9) There will be a meeting in Lander on October 5th for the Game and Fish representatives from each working group to discuss the conservation plans and help each other with how the plans should look.  The facilitators have also been invited to attend this meeting and anyone else is welcome as well.  Tom suggested having the working group tackle “chunks” within their area vs. trying to tackle the entire area at once.  He said to focus on the issues at hand and deal with them on a smaller level.   Tom gave a copy of the Restoration Manual for Sagebrush to Rena and Chris and can get copies to anyone else that would like one. 

10)    The Group celebrated their one-year anniversary. Lucy reviewed with the Group what they have accomplished in just one year.      

11)    Action Items for next meeting – 

Discuss Conservation Plan strategies (Ron and all)

View DVD on Global Water Technologies 

Presentations by Uinta, Lincoln and Sweetwater County Weed and Pest Control 

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 PM. The next regular meeting of the local working group is Thursday, November 10, 2005 in Kemmerer, beginning at 8:45 at the Kemmerer Library on Emerald Street.
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