Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

August 5, 2005

Game and Fish Office, Green River

Working Group Members Present:  

Rena Piper, Mark Kot, Vearl Bird, Chris Durham, Dave Baer, Steve Martin, Corby McGinnis, and Lucy Wold. 
Working Group Members Absent:

Mary Lynn Corbett, Don Hartman, Ron Lockwood Adrian Hunolt, Gavin Lovell

Guest Speakers:


None

Observers:


Lorraine Keith, BLM, Rock Springs Field Office

             Tom Christiansen 

1) Reviewed minutes from July’s meeting and today’s meeting agenda. The minutes were approved and Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.

2) Chris Durham explained that because of his new position at the Rock Springs BLM Office, the Field Manager wants to take him off the local working group and replace him with Lorraine Keith. Several (all present at the meeting) Group members stated their desire to keep Chris on the local working group for a variety of reasons, including the insight and uniqueness he brings to the Group, as well as his ability to motivate other members and add to the knowledge base. Group members present decided to send a letter to Mike Holbert, Supervisor at the Rock Spring BLM Office and inform the BLM that the Group does not want Chris to be replaced. If that cannot be arranged then, according to the Local Working Group Charter, the Group decides who and if there are replacements, not the BLM administration. Should Chris not be allowed to continue with the Group, the Group will meet and decide a further course of action.  Bernie Weynand and John Macdonald at the BLM office should also be copied with that letter. Rena will draft the letter and have Tom Christiansen review the letter before it is sent. Lorraine Keith added that if she does end up working with the Group she will be glad to do so and has a lot of experience with sage grouse conservation and biology.   

3) Tom explained how the projects were evaluated and ranked in the other groups. There was more than $900,000.00 in projects submitted and only $425,000 budgeted. The groups need to demonstrate to the legislature that good things are happening on the ground for sage grouse. The Governor is willing to ask for two years of funding if this can be shown. 

Corby asked how the $1 million given from Shell Oil Company to sage grouse efforts in Sublette County (only) would be documented and or “policed”. Tom explained that the Wyoming Community Foundation would select a group of people to oversee how the money is spent. The local working group was not asked to administer the money, however, they can apply for the money for their projects. Tom advised the Southwest LWG that there are plenty of sage grouse leks in Sublette County that are within the SWLWG boundaries.

4.) Discussion on the ranking took place on seven projects: five regional and two statewide. The evaluation sheet that the final group will use to evaluate all the projects was used. Corby, Mark, and Dave agreed that the Moxa Arch EOG project was not one to fund because it appeared that the company would benefit from speeding up the permitting process and the oil companies already do their own research, like the type included in their project proposal. Tom explained how the use of WGF equipment would be done for habitat improvement/manipulation projects. The following are the projects ranked 1 (highest priority) and 6 (lowest):

1. Sage Grouse and Sagebrush Conservation Information and Education Taxidermy and Placemat 

2. South La Barge Invasive Weed Control

3. BLM Sage Grouse Winter Habitat Inventory (flights)

3. Rock Creek Prescribed Burn *tied for third place with winter flights

4. Winter Range Closure Signs

5. John Deere Mower

6. NO on the Moxa Arch project proposal

5.) Tom showed group members that mock up design of the new traveling display panels. The panels will be done for the sage grouse forum in Riverton. Tom said he was waiting for information from Mark and Steve about their attendance at the forum. Time has run out to get the block reservation room rate. 

6.) The meeting adjourned at 11:00 AM. The next activity for the Group is the forum in Riverton, August 23 and 24.   The next regular meeting of the local working group is Tuesday, September, 27, 2005 in Green River at the Game and Fish Office, beginning at 8:45 AM.
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