Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

July 8, 2005

Lyman Town Hall, Lyman, WY

Working Group Members Present:  

Rena Piper, Mary Lynn Corbett, Vearl Bird, Chris Durham, Don Hartman, Ron Lockwood, Dave Baer, Adrian Hunolt, Gavin Lovell, Lucy Wold, Steve Martin and Corby McGinnis. 
Working Group Members Absent:

Mark Kot

Guest Speakers:


None

Observers:


Monica Whitby, BLM, Rock Springs Field Office

1)
Reviewed minutes from the last meeting and today’s meeting agenda.  Mary Lynn noticed some pagination errors with the minutes and Lucy made the corrections and sent them to Tom.  The minutes were approved and Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.     

2)
There were no public comments.

3)
Projects and Application Forms – The group verified that the 2 recently submitted project applications were received by everyone (Rock Creek burn project and winter range closure signs).  The following new project proposals were reviewed:    


South Labarge Invasive Weed Control project by Cory McGinnis.  This is a one-year project which would cover about 100,000 acres between LaBarge Creek and Fontenelle Creek.  This area is critical winter range for elk, deer, antelope, moose and sage grouse.  Corby is asking for $5,000, with the BLM and Forest Service donating an additional $3,000 each.  This project was approved by the working group for submittal.  


Sage Grouse Winter Habitat Inventory by Chris Durham.   This proposal is for sage grouse winter range evaluation in Southwest Wyoming, specific to the area covered by the Southwest Working Group.  Chris is asking for $25,000 for flights.  The Rock Springs BLM field office will give an additional $25,000 for this project and if the Kemmerer field office gets on board, there could be even more additional monies.  


Sage Grouse and Sage Brush Conservation Information and Education Taxidermy Display and Placemats by Lucy Wold.  This project would be for the taxidermy of both a male and a female sage grouse and a traveling case.  This display would be used at the Expo, fairs, wildlife events, etc.  The group also discussed printing up placemats for local restaurants and a brochure about the Southwest Local Sage Grouse Working Group.  It was discovered after the meeting that Tom Christiansen has money for the brochures and so this cost does not need to be included.  The total amount of this project would be $2500.  This would be $1500 for the grouse taxidermy and case and another $1000 for the placemats.  The group approved this project.    


Please send final project proposals to Rena who will send them on to Tom for submission.  It was also noted that Shell Oil gave Pinedale $1 million strictly for sage grouse projects but the money has to stay in Sublette County.   The schedule for project proposals is:  to Tom Christiansen by July 15th, to the statewide committee by August 8th and then ranked on August 22nd.   

4)
Chris updated the Group about the adoption of a guzzler/maintenance project that was discussed at the last meeting.  Chris asked that we wait for the BLM to locate those by his fence crew.  

5)
There was a brief discussion regarding Bryce Reece’s response to the group’s questions on their grazing proposal.  The Group felt that Mr. Reece’s response misrepresented the group’s questions and statements as confrontational. The Southwest Local Working Group agreed that they do not support or anticipate putting any project dollars from their working group into this proposal.  

6)
There was a brief discussion about the Deseret Tour, which the working groups recently went on.  They saw several different treatment types and the difference between fall treatments and spring treatments.    
 

7)
Adrian Hunolt took the group on a field tour and showed them the new Lawson 
aerator that the Conservation District just purchased.  He explained how the 
aerator worked and the cost to rent it.  He then took us out to a section of land by 
Leroy in which the rancher used the Lawson aerator on one section so the group 
could see the results.    

8)
Another group photo was taken.  Rena is going to try and scan Mark into the new photo using the old photo in which Mark was present for.


9)
There is a brief meeting to discuss new project proposals affecting the southwest area. The meeting will be held on Friday, August 5th at 9 AM at the Green River Game and Fish office. 

         10)    Next regular working group meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 27th at 9:00 a.m. at the Green River Game and Fish office.  

11)
Topics scheduled for the next meeting/Action Items:


-
Solidify proposals for water development.  Vearl would like more information concerning 100 sections of land east of Lyman in the “checkerboard” area that has no water.  Projects like this could be put through companies such as Anadarko who is looking for projects and happens to own some of this land Vearl mentioned.

The Group adjourned at 2:30 PM.
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