Southwest Sage Grouse Working Group

May 20, 2005

Wyoming Game & Fish Office, Green River, WY

Working Group Members Present:  

Mary Lynn Corbett, Chris Durham, Mark Kot, Don Hartman, Ron Lockwood, Dave Baer, Adrian Hunolt, Gavin Lovell, Lucy Wold, Steve Martin and Corby McGinnis. 
Working Group Members Absent:

Vearl Bird and Rena Piper

Guest Speakers:


Bryce Reece, Executive Vice President, Wyoming Wool Growers Association


Tom Clayson, Anadarko

Observers:


Tom Christiansen


Tom Young

Jason Fearneyhough, Wyoming Department of Agriculture 

1)
Reviewed minutes from the last meeting and today’s meeting agenda.  Corby suggested a correction to the weed information and the minutes were approved from the April 28th meeting. Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.     

2)
There were no public comments.

3)
Guest Speaker Bryce Reece, Executive Vice President, Wool Growers Association spoke to the group about a proposal entitled “Vegetation Manipulation with Sheep Grazing and Predator Effects on Sage Grouse Population Parameters.“  A copy of the proposal was handed out.  He said they have been working on this proposal for 2 years and it involves the University, Western EcoSystems Technology Inc., Wyoming Wool Growers Assoc., and Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife.  Bryce says the number of sheep and livestock on rangelands have decreased over the years and wonders how this affects sage grouse populations?  There has been no study on this but he believes there is a relationship to this decline and the decline in sage grouse populations.  He believes that it could be due to too much old, decadent sagebrush he attributes to lack of grazing and effects of predation.  This proposal is designed to locate a particular area, fence it off with electrical fence and graze 2000 ewes and 1000 goats for approximately 10 days since these provide the greatest flexibility in designing grazing treatments because of their ‘plastic’ diets.  Then move these animals out of that area, see what the results are, and how they affected the plant growth and sage grouse.  He discussed the goals and objectives of this proposal and the methods and materials they want to use.  Bryce said they would do a baseline over the 5-year study to measure and monitor weeds, predators, forbs, plant growth and sage grouse.  This project is slated to cost $2.6 million over a 5-year period and they would like to begin the baseline next spring and predator surveys right away.  He would like the group’s support and thoughts.  The Group needs more information from Bryce as far as how weeds will be monitored and what sort of baseline weed data will be collected and how the predator gradient will be set up and evaluated.                   
4) Tom Clayson, Anadarko, and South Central Working Group Member, gave a presentation on the basics oil & gas exploration, the goals and objectives to consider with planning and developing.  He discussed the geological and economic risks involved with the exploration and development of gas production and the 3 levels of analysis that are involved with drilling on federal lands.   Tom talked about the various steps when setting up a new rig, He also explained a number of studies that are required or being done in the name of conservation, which range from raptors and wildlife, to air quality, and ground water.  He said there are seasonal drilling activities, which limit when a well can be in operation and several other constraints they are under.  One of their big efforts is cooperative conservation, which has included the donation of a Lawson Aerator and native plant establishment techniques and seed source development.  Mark Kot asked Tom if he had any recommendations for the group and Tom responded that he would recommend the group request to continue their efforts after the 3 year period has expired.  Steve Martin asked Tom what his thoughts were on the seismic activity and his reply was that it has come a long way and has made tremendous gains to reduce impacts using less roads, GPS technology, and better information collection.

5) 
Chris Durham and Gavin Lovell located and reviewed existing guzzlers near sage 
grouse leks.  Chris identified 7 guzzlers within sage grouse habitats with 2 existing 
guzzlers that could be moved.  He said his fence crew would locate and check on 
guzzlers and will have conditions by next month.  Gavin recommended guzzler 
installation for two new ones, maintenance on 10 existing and fence rebuild on one 
other.  He located spring development alterations for 4 springs and various 
fencing around spring locations.  They both thought it would be worthwhile to 
adopt a guzzler/maintenance as a civil project at this time with no money 
requested.  Possibly later on request project money of about $5,000 to contract the 
maintenance of 10 guzzlers and monitor the work performed.

6) Proposed Projects – Ron and Gavin wrote up two projects and handed out copies for a prescribed burn and interpretive/regulation winter range closures in the Kemmerer BLM Field Office area. These are ready for submittal if no one has any changes or edits, if anyone does, please let them know immediately.  Gavin and Ron will get those to Tom C. by e‑mail so he has the official copy to send in.  The Rock Creek burn project request is for $22,000 and the winter range closure project is for $4,000.  Ron said that in checking with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department, they recommended going with about 1000 of the 
heavy plastic signs that are about $1.00-$1.50 each.  Wally from the BLM said he would try and get monies to match that amount.  It was recommended to place signs north of Fontenelle as well but that would need to be coordinated through the responsible office.  Lucy will get these two proposals to Vearl and Rena for their review.

Chris suggested a proposal for lek inventory flight money.  There are 4 million acres left to survey with the BLM already having spent $30,000.  Approximately $120,000 is needed to finish this project.  They have been working with USGS on this project to compare vegetative types and winter range for sage grouse and flights are the best way to do this.  Chris proposed to request $25,000 in which the BLM will match.  Tom said that the group cannot ask for money for next year, but can ask for this year.  Chris will write up a project request and have ready by next meeting to review.  

Steve asked the group to consider and think about future water improvement projects.

Lucy proposed five educational projects and the group decided to combine 2 of the projects into one project request.  This request will consist of getting a sage grouse mounted, at the cost (approximately) of $450.00, plus the material to encase the bird (around $150) and purchasing/creating two traveling displays, which can be made available statewide for various fairs, expos, shows, etc.  

The second project is to produce a placemat that interprets sage grouse life history and troubles the bird and its habitat faces. The placemats are “kid oriented” and designed after the placemats dome for the statewide mule deer committee about mule deer.  Lucy will write the project proposal up and present to the group for approval at the next meeting.    

The two remaining projects Lucy suggested were making a video, which is quite costly, and time consuming.  The second was a sage grouse festival which both were tabled for now.  

7) Corby provided information about how she organized a cooperative weed           

management group in her area within Lincoln County . She has managed to get a large group of volunteers to eradicate weeds from riparian areas and displayed before and after photos demonstrating the success of herbicide and insect biological control methods. Corby handed out materials pertaining to weed management and invited group members to a meeting of  cooperative weed management groups in Pinedale at 1 PM on June 7. The group supports writing up a project request for $5,000 for weed management control.  Corby will write up a weed proposal on leks affected by weeds in Lincoln county within the group’s area and present to group before next meeting.

8)
General Discussion:    
     

Tom mentioned that the South Central Group and Larry Hicks had an idea on native forbs and he asked that this group wait and see what comes out of this dual submission before proceeding with their own request.  NRCS is also working on a project of the same nature, which will locate and gather seeds, which will then be commercially released.

The Deseret Tour is scheduled for Wednesday, June 29th.  Chris offered to reserve the BLM Suburban to help with transportation also.  Tom will be sending out more details for car‑pooling, etc.


The working group conference forum is scheduled for August 23 and 24th.  Tom is scheduling speakers per the statewide groups’ interests.


Tom received comments back on the Wyoming Guide from the Agriculture Department and these comments will delay the guide’s completion, but were worth incorporating.

Chris passed out a contact list for the weed management areas.  Adrian said the NRCS is conducting plant materials trials and will come up with species to try this fall or next spring.  Currently there is one trial taking place at Soda Lake and another in the Snake River Valley.  Corby is a member of the weed management program in Sublette County and she said they will cost share on chemicals and come in and spray any weeds identified.  She said they have a participation agreement at a state level and they generally apply for a $5,000 grant.  Corby said they have received a computer and software that is now compatible with BLM and Forest Service for mapping weed areas.  Bugs are a better alternative to chemical spraying but the cost is much higher.   BOR does not allow money for weed control and there is a large problem at Fontenelle recreation area with weeds that need to be sprayed.   (See above project request Corby is writing up.)

Adrian asked that we pass around the word that the Uinta County Conservation Camp is June 24‑July 1 at the Uinta County Youth Camp for junior high and high school age kids. There is a cost of $100 but there are grants available for many kids. Call Adrian.

The Uinta County Conservation District just purchased a Lawson Aerator and will be renting this equipment out.  Adrian will show this to the group at the next meeting.

9)
Next meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 8th at 8:45 a.m. at the Lyman Town Hall and is a combination field trip (vegetative treatment areas in Uinta County) and review of the group’s projects being submitted before the July 15th deadline. 

       
10)
Topics scheduled for the next meeting/Action Items

-
Group Photo

-
Project requests that need to be submitted by July 15th.

-
Tour of vegetative treatment areas in Uinta County by Adrian Hunolt.
-
Corby is writing up a weed proposal on leks affected by weeds in Lincoln County within the group’s area.
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