 Southwest Sage Grouse Working Group

April 28, 2005

BLM Office, Rock Springs, WY

Working Group Members Present:  

Chris Durham, Don Hartman, Ron Lockwood, Rena Piper, Dave Baer, Adrian Hunolt, Gavin Lovell, Lucy Wold and Steve Martin. *There was a snowstorm that made driving to Rock Springs nearly impossible this day.

Working Group Members Absent:

Vearl Bird, Mark Kot, Mary Lynn Corbett and Corby McGinnis.

Guest Speakers:


Jim Glennon, Botanist, BLM Rock Springs Field Office


Chris Durham, Wildlife biologist, BLM Rock Springs Field Office

Observers:


Tom Christiansen

Jason Fearneyhough, Wyoming Department of Agriculture 

1)
Reviewed minutes from the last meeting and today’s meeting agenda.  Lucy confirmed that everyone received the four informational e-mails that she had sent out during the month.  The group approved the minutes from the March 30th meeting and Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.     

2)
There were no public comments.

3)
Guest Speaker Jim Glennon, botanist with the Rock Springs BLM, gave a presentation on invasive plants and vegetative management.   He explained the BLM’s role in weed control and said normally someone would report the weeds to him and then he would report the weed area and type to the County’s weed & pest control, who in turn, does all of the spraying.  The BLM gets the money and then pays the County to manage the weeds along roadways and creeks.  He went on to say that with the increase in the oil and gas industry and numerous trucks coming and going into the county, there is a high probability that weeds in Sweetwater County will increase.  The BLM is involved in getting a Cooperative Weed Management group for Uinta and Sweetwater Counties.    This is still in the beginning stages and the Local Working Group (LWG) thought this would be a perfect opportunity for one of its members to get involved in.  Chris Durham will work on developing a contact list. Then the LWG will proceed with writing a letter expressing their interest.  The LWG would like to take a proactive stance on cheat grass and the more they can get involved with groups such as this, the better.  It was also suggested that even if the State does not list a weed as noxious, it can be determined county by county and they decide what to add or delete off their lists and obtain funding for.  It was agreed to table this subject until the working group’s agriculture reps are in attendance at an upcoming meeting.               
4)
Chris Durham gave a presentation on water development projects and guzzlers.   He explained what guzzles are and how they work.  Guzzlers are designed to collect and store water for wildlife/livestock.  There are many different designs and are determined by how much water is available and how much is needed for the animals in that area.  He discussed which criteria are essential, the considerations in choosing to install one, volunteer opportunities, and other options for water development activities. Chris and Gavin will provide more information about existing guzzlers in or near sage grouse leks in Southwest Wyoming at the next meeting. The group will review and then decide which ones to repair and/or maintain.  Some may have to be moved or new ones located and put in.         

5)
Project Ideas & Proposals – Adrian said the majority of the money the NRCS had for sage grouse projects, that was discussed at the last meeting, is going to previously submitted projects, but that does not mean the group should hold off submitting proposals.  These other projects will be funded first, but the group should keep the Rock Creek proposal and any others in for future consideration.   He also suggested getting a private landowner to sign up for the project request and show the benefits to both public and private land.  

Gavin Lovell suggested opening a joint account to put money into for future projects.  Tom will be attending a finance meeting next week regarding the working groups so will have more information forthcoming.  The group will know more at the next meeting before proceeding with this.  

Sign project - Ron Lockwood is getting prices from the Game & Fish for the winter range closure signs.  It was agreed to start with about 50 signs (12x18 inches), yellow with black lettering.  He will compare prices on carsonite, metal, and plastic to see which is the most cost effective and durable.  

Steve Martin said the BOW organization could also be a source for funding in the future.  Proposals need to be submitted before March of next year.

It was suggested for the group to come up with a short form for completed and group approved project requests to keep on the computer for quick submittals.  Again, Tom said to wait until he attends next week’s meeting before doing this.       

6)
General Discussion:  Rena said the brochure is ready to go but is waiting on a final picture that includes Adrian.  
     

7)
Tom Christiansen passed around a project proposal one of the other groups is addressing titled “Community Based Approach to Applying Innovative Technologies for Monitoring and Restoring Sage Grouse Habitat in Wyoming.”    


The Deseret Tour is scheduled for Wednesday, June 29th.  Lucy sent information out on this via e-mail and Tom said the group needs to decide if this will be in addition to their meeting or this will be their meeting for June.  


Tom needs any comments the group may have on the Wyoming Guide by June 2nd.  This is an enhancement for wildlife habitat guide.  


The working group conference forum is tentatively scheduled for August 26 and 27th.  This will be 2 - one half days and all members are welcome.  The Agriculture Department is co-sponsoring this forum.  Tom is narrowing down; content/topics and needs the group’s ideas.  It was agreed that they would like to learn more about:

· natural gas development – research

· invasive plants

· funding

· predation

· Lake DeSmet project


Tom ended on a positive note saying that sage grouse numbers are higher this year on many leks and everyone is doing a great job on their lek counts.  

8)
Next meeting is scheduled for Friday, May 20th at 9:00 a.m. The meeting     

            will be held at the Green River G&F office.  

       
9)
Topics scheduled for the next meeting/Action Items

-
Tom Clayson, Anadarko , presentation on energy development 


-
Presentation by Bryce Reece on vegetation manipulation with sheep grazing and predator effects on sage grouse

· Discuss ideas for proposed projects 

· Group Photo

· Adrian will get the contact name for the Cooperative Weed Management Group in Uinta County and get that to Chris.

· Chris will get contact list for the Cooperative Weed Management group           

-
Chris and Gavin (what you have time do to) will provide information about existing guzzlers in or near sage grouse leks in Southwest Wyoming.

-
Ron Lockwood is getting prices from the Game & Fish for the winter range closure signs.

-
Tom needs any comments the group may have on the Wyoming Guide by June 2nd
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