 Southwest Sage Grouse Working Group

March 30, 2005

BLM Office, Kemmerer, WY

Working Group Members Present:  

Ron Lockwood, Corby McGinnis, Rena Piper, Mary Lynn Corbett, Chris Durham, Dave Baer, Adrian Hunolt, Gavin Lovell, Lucy Wold, Steve Martin.

Working Group Members Absent:

Don Hartman, Vearl Bird, and Mark Kot

Guest Speakers:


James Roberts, Natural Resource Specialist (BLM Kemmerer Field Office)


Gavin Lovell (Fire, Fuels Specialist, BLM Kemmerer Field Office)


Ron Lockwood (Wildlife biologist, WGFD)

Observers:


Tom Christiansen

Tom Young

Mary Thoman (Sweetwater County Conservation District)  

Mary Jo Rugwell, Area Resource Manager with the BLM, welcomed the group.  

1)
Reviewed minutes from the last meeting, today’s meeting agenda, and distributed handouts.  The group approved the minutes (with a few minor corrections) from the February 25th meeting and Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.     

2)
During the public comment period Tom Young suggested to the Group to consider, while hunting seasons in southwest Wyoming may not impact sage grouse populations to the extent that some of the other limiting factors in the region, “hunting seasons are not beneficial to sage grouse”.  Lucy responded when the Group works on their prioritized list of other issues that comment would be discussed.

3)
Guest Speaker James Roberts, Natural Resource Specialist with the Kemmerer BLM gave a presentation on Oil & Gas Mitigation and Seeding.  His PowerPoint presentation showed wind energy, geophysical conditions, and oil and gas areas that impact sage grouse habitats.  He discussed the three active oil and gas fields (Horsetrap, Bear River Divide and the Moxa Arch) that are within the Kemmerer BLM’s jurisdiction and their impacts to sage grouse.  James went into the reclamation efforts and guidelines and discussed seeding issues.  He advised it is a good time for the Group to make reclamation/seeding recommendations since the EIS is being renewed right now.         
4)
Gavin Lovell gave a presentation illustrating the benefits to wildlife and habitat achieved with prescribed burns.  Gavin presented images and information from the Red Eye Basin, Bridger Basin, Rock Creek, and Lost Creek burns.  Gavin said the burns are to target and restore aspen, mountain shrub, sage/grass and juniper stands.  Most prescribed burns are conducted in the fall.  He discussed the objectives of burns, the process it takes to follow through with a burn and the benefits it creates.  Gavin showed several before and after slides, showing the positive differences a burn makes.    


Ron Lockwood reviewed the results of a study recently completed by Steven Slater titled “Sage Grouse Use of Different Aged Burns and The Effects of Coyote Control in Southwestern Wyoming.” Ron will look into the cost of getting a copy made for each group member.  The study may also be viewed on the Internet at: uwstudentweb.uwyo.edu/s/slaterst.  
    

5)
Rena Piper handed out the working group’s brochure she and Mark Kot have been working on for additional suggestions and edits.  The Group will wait until they have a complete group picture before printing up final copies.  Please let her know of any changes.  The Group commended Rena for the wonderful job she did on the brochure.

6)
Rena showed a presentation on power line BMP’s.  This presentation was provided by Jim Burris of PacifiCorp.  It showed the electric utility’s perspective of power lines, sage grouse concerns, and BMP’s for utilities.     

7)
Tom Christiansen gave the Group an update and announced that the Legislature did pass the $500,000 grant for the local sage grouse working groups.  He will let the group know when and how they can begin submitting project requests for this money.  The NRCS will be making funds available for projects as well.  

Tom said the Agriculture Dept. called the WGFD Administration and asked the G&F to have a meeting with Agriculture reps from each of the working groups.  The Administration suggested having one big meeting with everyone from the working groups and they were very supportive and positive in doing that.   More information will be forthcoming.  

8)
Adrian Hunolt discussed NRCS funding and procedures.  Currently there is $100,000 (plus) in the State pot for sage grouse with about $30,000 of that slated to go to landowners in southwest Wyoming for spiking.  This would be 100% kill to vegetation and habitat and unless it changes it’s objective, this would not be a good plan.  There is also $5 million to fund projects and the application date is April 18th.  This funding is for the backlog of applications the NRCS currently has and there should be from $1 - $2 million for sage grouse.  He felt it would be worth the group’s time now to get on the list by submitting some proposals, even small ones.  Ron and Gavin will work on writing up the proposals for help with the Rock Creek Burn and the water guzzler projects.  They will have these proposals to Adrian by April 11th for him to turn in and submit before the April 18th deadline.  Tom Christiansen and Corby McGinnis will e-mail the funding application templates to Lucy and she will forward them to the Group.    

9)
The Deseret Tour is scheduled for Wednesday, June 29th.  Lucy sent information out on this via e-mail.

10)
Wally Mierzejewski, Outdoor Recreation Planner with the Kemmerer BLM Field Office, spoke to the group about BLM winter range closures and signs.  The Group supports the idea of winter range closures because they apply to sage grouse winter range, as well as big game winter range. The Group is proposing to help fund the signs and in return have the Group name printed on the sign as a co-sponsor.   Wally said now is a good time since the RMP is in the process of being written.  Wally said the group should submit a formal letter with the proposal information and a copy of the meeting minutes to Mary Jo Rugwell.  Rena will write the letter.  A copy of the letter Rick King received from two landowners in the Bridger Valley supporting the decision for a permanent closure to motorized vehicles on winter ranges should also be sent to Mary Jo Rugwell. 

11)
Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 28th at 8:45 a.m. The meeting     

            will be held at the Rock Springs BLM office.  

       
12)
Topics scheduled for the next meeting/Action Items

-
Tom Clayson, Anadarko , presentation on energy development 


-
Presentation by Chris Durham on water guzzlers and mapping layers

· Presentation by Jim Glennon, botanist with RS BLM, on invasive species/vegetative mgt.

· Discuss ideas for proposed projects 

· Group Photo
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