Southwest Sage Grouse Working Group

February 25, 2005

Wyoming Game & Fish Office, Green River, WY

Working Group Members Present:  

Ron Lockwood, Corby McGinnis, Don Hartman, Vearl Bird, Rena Piper, Mary Lynn Corbett, Chris Durham, Dave Baer, Adrian Hunolt, Gavin Lovell, Steve Martin, Mark Kot, and Lucy Wold.

Working Group Members Absent:

All present;  Adrian had to leave after lunch.

Guest Speakers:

             Tom Christiansen 


Rena Piper and Mark Kot (Group members)

Observers:

Theresa Herbin, reporter with The Rocket-Miner

Jason Fearneyhough, Wyoming Department of Agriculture

Tom Young  

1)
Reviewed minutes from the last meeting and today’s meeting agenda.  The group approved the minutes from the January 21st meeting and Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.   

2)
There were no public comments to address.

3)       Lucy revisited with the Group about what the end product should be and reviewed the documents: Suggested Local Plan Outline and the Best Management Practices from pages 23-46 in the Wyoming Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Plan. The Group was given these handouts: Sage-grouse lek characteristics, Uinta County land planning map, proposed wind turbine farm in Uinta County, a proposal for raptor productivity and sage-grouse populations in NE Wyoming submitted to the Animal Damage Board, PECE conservation effort document, and a draft article about the Group to be published locally to let the public know what the Group is doing. 

4)     Tom Christiansen gave a power point presentation using another local working group’s template to demonstrate visually how to write a local plan and what sorts of information need to be written in the local plan.

5)      Mark Kot gave a power point presentation on Sage-grouse and Community Development in Sweetwater, Uinta, and Lincoln Counties, in relation to where sage-grouse habitat exists. Adrian included a map of growth in Lincoln County, which appears to be slow going at this point. Mark suggested getting the wildlife goals from each county. More mapping layers will be accessed when the new GIS mapping person begins her new job in March. Chris presented his (BLM) Vegetation Map of 2004 for the Group to review. The Group discussed the need to coordinate mapping information between the agencies and to keep it up to date. The new mapping person is Nissa Wittford and she will be based in Lander.

6)     Rena gave a power point  presentation summarizing the sage-grouse conference in Reno. In a nutshell, the Group was advised to:  get support for their plan early, incentives should be in their plan for landowners, project prioritization should take place on the ground, funding should be flexible and predictable, keep stakeholders involved and keep moving ahead, identify the population needs throughout the range and seasons, be aware of hidden agendas, be aware that easements may take 2-3 years to write, put time lines in the plan, and there needs to be a nation-wide monitoring and research clearing house. Rena displayed a table full of brochures she received at the Reno conference. There are also some websites with information: Greatbasin.nbii.gov and the Science Locator. 

· Gavin expressed a concern that the 5 billion dollar mineral royalties generated each year is NOT going back to local BLM field office budgets. For example, the Pinedale office has grown to 60+ employees and many of those employees are doing some sort of work in the oil and gas realm. Funding on the local level for projects is a legitimate concern.

· Chris explained that a lot of these oil and gas workers are from states like Louisiana and Texas and are not familiar with the lay of the land or local geology, etc. The Group should encourage getting oil and gas representatives (operational managers) on-site to give them visual references. 

· The Group discussed a possible need for some sort of a “transition plan” for agencies and local working group members to use to deal with the west-wide problems associated with staff turnover and new group member training needs.

· Adrian says with the new Farm Bill the NRCS will have some funding for projects.

· Tom Christiansen explained how the state grant money would be administered and allocated if it becomes a reality.

· The USGS assessment states that with present BLM land ¼ of lands meet their own standard,  60% are not assessed, and of the 40% assessed, 10-15% do meet their standards. Gavin suggested federal managers need to focus on the 60 % lands not assessed.
· Research on sage-grouse by Rusty Kaiser is ongoing and will be completed soon. The Group should access his research results when it is made public.
7)     The Group then narrowed the focus from 17 issues affecting sage-grouse to five issues. The Group will begin buying into projects already going on and or suggest new projects that would benefit sage-grouse conservation. The discussion began with the understanding that the list of 17 is not a final list, the issues are all important, the ranking could change with new information and events, and that the Group needs to start somewhere to define the nature and extent of the regional issues and which of these threats/issues are immediate/important in the region. The group will begin to work on these issues/threats to sage-grouse:

1. RECREATION:     

1. The Southwest LWG will support/endorse the BLM’s area and seasonal closures in the two BLM field office regions and add their name to the formal BLM signs out of the Kemmerer field office. This will promote the work of the local working group and demonstrate cooperation with the BLM.

2. ENERGY DEVELOPMENT:

1. More research needs to be done on Coalbed methane development in the region.

2. More research needs to be done on wind energy and someone should be invited to give the Group more information.

3. Someone from the oil and gas industry should address the Group about how sage-grouse (wildlife) conservation is addressed in their operations.

3. INVASIVE PLANTS/ VEGETATIVE MANAGEMENT:

1. The Group will publish a seed brochure to address seed purity and seed inspection. 

2. A letter from the Group should be sent to the state entity that deals with seed grade levels and  purity suggesting proper seed inspection, etc.

3. The Group should buy into the BLM prescribed burn on Rock Creek near Cokeville/Kemmerer.

4. The Group should take a field trip to the site of the 1999 Colette Creek Burn near Cokeville and the Firehole Basin fire near Rock Springs to see the benefits to habitat from prescribed burns when done properly.

4.  WATER DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT:

1. The Group should endorse and help construct/find funding for bird ladders.

2. The Group should endorse and help construct water guzzlers. 

3. The Group should obtain funding for water guzzler maintenance.

5. URBANIZATION:

1. The Group will research the county planning documents and collect the wildlife goals from Sweetwater, Lincoln, and Uinta Counties.

2. The Group will obtain map layers from G&F GIS data base and make recommendations to county planners and county commissioners concerning sage-grouse conservation. Some of the mapping layers included: urbanization, vegetation types, oil and gas development, transportation corridors, roads, water development, weeds, fencing, land ownership, farming, and sage grouse lek location. All map layers included on the BLM 2004 Vegetation Map that Chris brought to the meeting should be accessed for review.

8)     The Group discussed the sample brochure explaining the Southwest LWG that Mark and Rena are working on. The decision was made to replace the G&F logo on the cover with another photo. Members will e-mail Rena and Mark with their corrections and or additions.

9)     Rena continues to gather information on weeds; there is a state meeting in April to determine seed grade level policy. Rena will get back to the Group.

10)     Lucy gave the Group the draft article about Group and its purpose to be sent out to local media, as well as a power point presentation that can be used if a group member is asked to give a presentation to local groups.

11)     A concern was expressed regarding the appropriateness of group members being invited to and attending caucus meetings organized outside of established LWG process. The Group revisited the Charter and Ground Rules. The Group agreed that if any such meeting took place that it should be open to the public and that the Group Chairwoman will attend representing the Southwest sage-grouse local working group.      

12)  The next meeting is March 30, at the BLM Office in Kemmerer, beginning at 8:45 AM with refreshments.

13) Assignments/Topics for next meeting: 

· Gavin will ask the BLM minerals person to come and speak to the Group about how reclamation projects are handled after mineral/energy extractions and information about Conditions of Approval and other work associated with resource extraction on BLM lands.

· Don will ask an Industry representative to come and talk to the Group about placement of oil wells, reclamation efforts, and how wildlife is considered in their projects/plans.

· Rena and Mark will have the final brochure draft.

· Gavin will give a presentation on the benefits of prescribed burns when done properly.

· We will take another group photo as we were missing Adrian.

Respectfully submitted,

Lucy Diggins-Wold
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