Southwest Sage Grouse Working Group

December 6, 2004

Lyman Town Hall, Lyman, WY

Working Group Members Present:  

Ron Lockwood, Corby McGinnis, Don Hartman, Vearl Bird, Rena Piper, Mary Lynn Corbett, Chris Durham, Dave Baer, Adrian Hunolt, Gavin Lovell, Lucy Wold.

Working Group Members Absent:

Steve Martin and Mark Kot

Guest Speakers:


Kelli Taylor (Wyoming Game & Fish GIS Program)


Adrian Hunolt (NRCS)  

Observers:

Annette France (SCS)

Karrie Sabey  (Uinta County Conservation District)

1)
Reviewed minutes from the last meeting and today’s meeting agenda.  The group approved the minutes from the October 27th meeting and Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.   Ground rules set at last meeting were also approved.

2)
There were no public comments to address.

3)
Handouts:  “Wildlife Society Bulletin”, Ground Rules, Issues Ranking Sheet, “Nevada Local Working Group Projects” and “Sage Grouse Ecology & Management in Northern Utah Sage Brush Steppe”.  Dave Baer gave out a handout titled “In The Wild - Predator Management Plan” for the state of Nevada.
4)
Development of Mission Statement – The group had 9 to choose from and it was agreed that the following would be the Southwest Local Sage Grouse Working Group’s new Mission Statement – “A diversity of interests working together for the benefit of sage grouse and their habitat in Southwestern Wyoming.”

5)
The group identified and discussed direction with each sage grouse management issue listed (14 in all).  They will rank each issue separately at the next meeting and decide if speakers or more information is warranted.   The Group combined Invasive Plants with Vegetative Management; separated out Conflicting Wildlife Management Goals and Conflicting Wild Horse Management Goals as two distinct issues; and separated out Minerals and Mining Development from Energy Development, making them two separate issues, and added wind energy to that issue.

6)
Guest Speaker, Kelli Taylor gave a presentation on GIS mapping with specific detail to Southwest Wyoming and sage grouse habitats.  Her main objective was to show the group what is available for their use, but it did provoke many questions from the Group about missing data and how that information can be obtained.  Kelli gave the group large maps to use at their disposal along with matching handouts. Kelli also gave her card to Gavin and Chris so that they could exchange map layers of work completed by the Kemmerer and Rock Springs BLM Offices.

7) Guest Speaker Adrian Hunolt gave a presentation on who the NRCS is and what they do.  Their main objective is to create harmony between people and land, pushing for wise use and sustainability.  They offer many different programs around the state to benefit their customers as needed.  Adrian gave a handout with NRCS’ website information.

8)
Rena distributed a handout on funding “Funding Available for Partners in Sage Grouse Conservation Efforts” for future use when the group begins discussing funding sources.   

9)
Next meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 21st at 9:00 a.m. The meeting     

            will be held at the Game & Fish Office in Green River.  

       
10)
Topics scheduled for the next meeting:

·  Rank identified issues and decide on guest speakers/experts to address the issues

·  Discuss brochure and web site possibilities

·  Discuss how to handle e-mails from outside the Group

11) 
Action Items:

· Corby to get all Lincoln, Sweetwater and Uinta County plans to look at planning & zoning and weed & pest procedures/regulations for eradicating noxious weeds along roadways.

· Rena is going to find out the status of cheatgrass. 

· Tom sent out an e-mail to address the SWSGWG’s eastern boundaries.

· Kelli will contact Dan with the Kemmerer BLM to get updated sage grouse mapping information to transfer onto data CD.

· Tom contacted Pat Diebert for a possible meeting presentation in January.  
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