Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

November 10, 2005

Kemmerer Library, Kemmerer

Working Group Members Present:  

Rena Piper, Adrian Hunolt, Chris Durham, Corby McGinnis, Don Hartman, Gavin Lovell, Dave Baer, Steve Martin, Ron Lockwood, Mary Lynn Corbett and Lucy Wold. 
Working Group Members Absent:

Mark Kot and Vearl Bird

Guest Speakers:


None

 Observers:


Tom Christiansen, WGFD


Tim Belton, Kemmerer Forest Service Office


Dale Wondercheck, Kemmerer BLM Field Office

Discussion:



1) Reviewed minutes from September’s meeting and today’s meeting agenda. The minutes were approved and Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.

2) There were no public comments to address.

3) Reviewed letter to legislators for support of sage grouse projects.  Rena will make minor changes to first page of letter.  The group felt this was a very well written letter and gave their support.  The letter was passed around for signatures and will be sent to Vearl and Mark for their signatures as well.  

4) Update on approved projects – 

-
Sage Grouse and Sagebrush Conservation Information and Education Taxidermy and Placemat – Both the male and female birds are ready for taxidermy work. Lucy got three bids and Gene Galitz from Riverton looks like the logical choice. Tom will get the birds to Gene soon. Gavin was concerned about the placemat using the definition of controlled burning instead of prescribed burning, but said he could live with it. As soon as the sage grouse dot-to-dot is complete Pioneer Printing in Cheyenne will print the placemat. The bid for placemats came in over budget but the bid for taxidermy work came in under budget.  

-
Rock Creek Prescribed Burn – Took place Sept. 1-5th and went very well with a good mosaic resulting.  Gavin will put together a power point presentation with photos from the burn and show at a spring meeting.

· Winter Range Closure Signs – Signs have been ordered.    

· South LaBarge Invasive Weed Control - The first initial spraying will take place in June using the $5000 awarded grant money and then again three weeks later using BLM monies.  Dave suggested taking pictures during these sprays to see the difference.  Corby suggested the group get certified in weed spraying on BLM lands and this could be done during a future meeting and would be good for 4 years.  The group was very receptive to this and Corby will bring up again at a future meeting for planning the certification training.    

5) The weed presentation had to be postponed until the next meeting due to conflicts in schedule due to a statewide weed meeting..    

6) The group decided against watching the Global Water Technologies DVD.   

7) The group began working on a draft of the conservation goals to be included in the Southwest Working Group plan.  Lucy gave a brief power point presentation of the plan outline as described in Appendix 10 of the sage-grouse handbook. Tom gave some ideas of how other working groups are drafting their plan and talked a bit about the PECE requirements.  The group decided against looking at “focus areas” and decided to cover the issues on a region-wide basis, as did the Big Horn Basin group.  The group began writing their conservation goals using the Big Horn Basin Group document  as a starting point. These goals were then prioritized and “sub goals” written under each one.  Action items will be forthcoming as these goals are written and prioritized.       

8) Action Items for next meeting – 

Presentations by Uinta, Lincoln and Sweetwater County Weed and Pest Control 

Continue working on Plan (Rena and Adrian- please contact your county weed  folks.)

Tom Christiansen announced that grouse hunters deposited 845 wings in 14 wing barrels near Farson, Kemmerer and Rock Springs in 2005. There were 3.3 chicks for every hen, the highest production seen in years.  This was great news!

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM. The next regular meeting of the local working group is Friday, December 9, 2005 in Lyman, beginning at 8:45 at the Lyman Town Hall.
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