Southwest Sage Grouse Working Group

October 27, 2004

Fossil Country Frontier Museum, Kemmerer, WY

Working Group Members Present:  

Ron Lockwood, Corby McGinnis, Mark Kot, Don Hartman, Vearl Bird, Steve Martin, Rena Piper, Mary Lynn Corbett, Chris Durham, Dave Baer, Adrian Hunolt, Gavin Lovell, Lucy Wold.

Working Group Members Absent:

None

Guest Speakers:


Tom Christiansen (Wyoming Game & Fish)


Dwight Bunnell (WAFWA)  

Observers:

Corey Kallstrom (G&F, Green River Habitat Biologist)

Jason Fearneyhough (Department of Agriculture)

Karrie Sabey  (Uinta County Conservation District)


Tom Young

1)
Reviewed agenda for today’s meeting and minutes from the last meeting.  The group approved the minutes and Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.  

2)
There were no public comments to address.

3)
Guest Speaker, Tom Christiansen gave a presentation on the biology and statewide perspective on sage grouse in Wyoming.  Tom distributed handouts pertaining to his presentation.
4)
Guest Speaker, Dwight Bunnell was introduced and gave a presentation titled “A range-wide perspective/assessment of the Greater Sage Grouse”.  He said this is the largest conservation effort ever and there are 3 legs that make up this effort, 1) the local working groups, 2) state and regional working groups and 3) cooperative interstate and interagency support.  This is a conservation plan, not a recovery plan and we need to keep it from ever becoming a recovery plan.  Tom Christiansen will distribute Dwight’s handouts to everyone via Internet later this week.

Gavin Lovell brought up the concern of the local group’s plan conflicting with federal agency plan and it was suggested for him to get copies of the BLM’s Sage Grouse and Sage Brush Conservation Plans so that the group can review them while coming up with their own plan to avoid this problem and possibly incorporate some of these guidelines.  

5)
Tom Christiansen gave a presentation on sage grouse populations within southwest Wyoming and distributed handouts that followed his presentation.  His talk went over such issues as lek definitions, distribution of sage grouse, population trends, management activities, potential impacts and the challenges ahead.  

6)
The group developed shared expectations and ground rules.  Lucy gave out handouts of other groups’ ground rules for review.  The Bates Hole group document was the example utilized, with some amendments. Lucy will include the amendments, retype the ground rules, and distribute to the group for their approval. Upon approval, the ground rules will be posted on the G&F website.
7) The group worked on developing a mission statement.  Mission statements from other working groups were considered. Suggested mission statements were recorded on a flip chart.  The group will decide on a final mission statement.  

      at the next meeting 

8) The group discussed the Bates Hole/Shirley Basin working group’s proposal to have the sage-grouse named the state bird. The Southwest LWG discussed the idea of the sage-grouse to be recognized as the official state game bird because of the emotion tied to the meadowlark, however, if that is not an option they are supportive of the idea. Rena will contact Stacy with the Bates Hole/Shirley Basin group and let him know of the groups’ decision.

9) Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 6th at 9:00 a.m. The meeting     

            will be held at the Lyman Town Hall, Mayor’s Conference Room.  

           10)
 Topics scheduled for the next meeting:

·  Decide on a final Mission Statement

·  Come up with a list of issues specific to southwest Wyoming and prioritize those issues.

·  Presentation by Adrian Hunolt about NRCS project opportunities for landowners and possible funding sources. 

  11.) Action Items:

· Group to review the Conservation Assessment of Greater Sage-grouse and Sagebrush Habitats CD (WAFWA 2004 document).

· Group to review list of issues on pages 23-46 in the in the reference guide manual and be ready to brainstorm local issues at next meeting.

· Rena to contact Bates Hole/Shirley Basin SGLWG  on state bird proposal.

