Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

January 20, 2006

Game & Fish Office, Green River

Working Group Members Present:  

Steve Martin, Ron Lockwood, Mark Kot, Vearl Bird, Adrian Hunolt, Chris Durham, Corby McGinnis, Don Hartman, Gavin Lovell, Dave Baer, Mary Lynn Corbett and Lucy Wold. 
Working Group Members Absent:

Rena Piper

Guest Speakers:


Robin Naeve, NRCS


Jeff Lewis, NRCS

 Observers:


Jason Fearneyhough, WY Dept. of Agriculture


Discussion:



1) Reviewed minutes from December’s meeting and today’s meeting agenda. The minutes were approved with no changes.  Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.

2) There were no public comments to address.

3) Handouts included news articles on BLM wild horses “Myth meets Reality” and “BLM Pesticide Plan Draws Fire”, 2006 IW Joint Venture cost share, coal research project, draft conservation plan from the Northeast Working Group, Wind River/Sweetwater River SGWG’s form letter to landowners and a Dot to Dot.  Adrian asked if anyone else in the group received an e-mail “form letter “to endorse(?) the BLM’s herbicide project?  No one else had received this form letter.    

4) Robin Naeve and Jeff Lewis of the NRCS gave a presentation on the Big Sandy Salinity Project (Eden Pipeline).  This project is under the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program.  It is designed to place earthen canals into pipelines to prevent seepage and corrosion.  She discussed the purpose and concerns of the project which includes large loads of salts, steam flow depletions and adversely affected downstream irrigation crop production.  This project is currently in Phase 1 with 12,000 acres under improvement out of 18,000.  This pipeline is projected to prevent the loss of 2042 acre-feet of seepage and increase efficiency.  One area of great concern has been labeled E9 by the project.  It is losing 80% of its water source and is four miles long.  Pipeline construction will begin in March 2006.  Several concerns will be addressed during this project, such as the wetlands, cottonwoods, water sources for domestic and wildlife species and sage grouse habitat.  They will address these concerns by adding turnouts to provide water for trees and habitat replacement and create seed mixture for regrowth; all improvements will be done on the east side of Highway 191.  In addition, there are three projects that have already been started in conjunction with landowners and BLM.  In direct regards to sage grouse and their habitat, all active leks located around project sites will not be disturbed and seed mixtures will be used around current leks.  Vearl and Gavin asked how things would have been affected had sage grouse been listed as an endangered species? Robin said it would have made this project more difficult and the USFWS would have had a lot more involvement in this project.  

5)  Chris Durham, Rock Springs BLM Field Office, gave a presentation for Jay D. (BLM wild horse specialist) on the wild horse program. (Jay could not make the meeting due to a previous commitment.) Chris worked at the wild horse corrals and has a good feel for what is involved in the program.  The program is mandated through the 1971 Wild Horse and Burro Act. Chris wanted to stress the importance of using the term “wild horses” vs. “feral horses” since that is how they are referred to in the BLM.  The group discussed the difference since the Kemmerer area has no “wild horses” but does have “feral horses”.  Chris said that despite what the public perceives about the wild horse program, management is trying to maintain objectives and NOT trying to eliminate all horses.  Chris had a map of the Horse Management Areas within the RS BLM office. Wild horses can and do affect sage grouse, but only if numbers of horses are above management levels.  They tend to graze and compete for the same forage and wild horses can completely take over a water source.  Chris said that the working group can help benefit sage grouse and their habitat by creating more water development projects and working with the BLM to make them wild horse proof.  BLM now tries to schedule their wild horse gatherings during “windows of opportunity” occurring around sage grouse strutting times. BLM personnel also set traps away from any known leks and brood rearing areas.  Chris believes that if the SWSGWG can add its voice and be ready to step in to address BLM mandate, then that will only better serve the purpose of the working group’s efforts down the road.    

6) Gavin showed the group a completed Winter Range Closure sign developed via one of the approved projects and everyone was in agreement they looked very nice.  

7) Weed applicators license training – Corby said this training would take about 3 1/2 hours to certify.  The group decided to have this training at the next meeting in Kemmerer, February 24th.  

8) Corby gave the group a heads up on a bill that will be coming through the upcoming legislature.  House Bill 24 is for a predator management program, which will assessed at $1.00 a head for the sale of cattle, goats and sheep and will use $10 million a year for predator control.  The bill is 24 pages long and can be viewed on the State Legislature web site. The Group is not taking any action. Corby just wanted people to be aware of the legislation.

9) The group has received one letter of support from Stan Cooper.  

10) Lucy announced the placemats had arrived and the group discussed how they would be distributed.  Lucy said that the other sage grouse working groups wanted some, but the rest needed to be distributed around our local counties.  Corby took one case to Labarge and two cases went to Kemmerer via Gavin and Ron.  

11) Intermountain West Joint Venture funding opportunities – The SWSGWG can get $100,000 from this group and it’s something to keep in mind.  If anyone has questions or would like more information, Andrea Cerovski with the Wyoming Game and Fish is the contact.  

12) The group briefly looked over the Northeast Working Group’s draft plan and decided to continue working on their own goals and would discuss it at another time.

13) The group also briefly discussed the landowner letter/questionnaire the Wind River /Sweetwater River group implemented.  The idea is to get the surveys out to landowners with sage grouse on their lands. Mark Kot will approach the Sweetwater Conservation District to see if the survey could be put in their newsletter and Adrian will ask Uinta County’s Conservation District for the same.  

14) The group reviewed what progress was made at the last meeting on their draft of the conservation goals.  They completed the Vegetative Management section and moved on to Livestock Grazing Practices, completing this goal and objectives as well.  Much discussion took place regarding the establishment of grass banks. More will be discussed at the next meeting when the group tackles writing goals/objectives for under Conflicting Wildlife and Wild Horse Management, beginning on page 23 in the state plan.          

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 PM. The next regular meeting of the local working group is Friday, February 24, 2006 in Kemmerer, beginning at 8:45 at the Kemmerer Library.
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