Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

June 29, 2006

Game and Fish Office, Green River

Working Group Members Present:  

Chris Durham, Mark Kot, Steve Martin, Ron Lockwood, Mary Lynn Corbett, Corby McGinnis, Rena Piper, and Lucy Wold. 
Working Group Members Absent:  

Dave Baer, Adrian Hunolt, Vearl Bird, Gavin Lovell and Don Hartman

Guest Speakers:


None

Discussion:



1) Reviewed minutes from May’s meeting and today’s meeting agenda.  The minutes were approved.  

2) Corby gave an overview of the weed spraying event and said it went very well with 30 miles of road sprayed, making it the best it’s ever been sprayed and no new weeds are emerging.  

3) The group agreed to hear a presentation by representatives of the multi-agency group regarding livestock grazing practices at the July meeting.  

4) Corby brought up a concern regarding the use of magnesium chloride on roadways which may be causing the loss of vegetation.  What are the dangers to vegetation, wildlife, etc?  Rena and Steve said Bridger Coal uses mag-chloride and they could find out the toxicity and impacts of using it.   

5) The Group continued writing and editing narratives in their Plan beginning with Urbanization: Residential Development.  Narratives completed were:  Recreation, Transportation Corridors, Conflicting Wildlife/Wild Horse Management, Mineral Development, Weather and Hunting. The Group will address the remaining issues at the July meeting. (Predation, Farming, Water developments, Vegetative Management, Wildfire and Pesticides for discussion at the next meeting.)  The Group decided to leave Parasites and Diseases as written in the State Plan.  Wildlife/Wild Horses were broken down into two parts, each with their own narrative and the action items were modified.  In Mineral Development, oil and gas was separated out, since it was listed under “Energy Development”. However, the Group recognizes that several issues are shared in both types of development.    

6) Ron Lockwood has a potential project for the groups’ review.  He will find out more information and write the proposal and submit to the group for their approval.  Ron also said that a sign was placed at the Fossil Butte burn, which was conducted last summer, and it lists the Southwest Sage-Grouse Working Group as one of its sponsors.  He will get a picture of the sign and bring to a future meeting.  

7) Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 27th at the BLM office in Rock Springs. 

8) Topics scheduled for the next meeting/Action Items


-
Have a brief update on where the group is at and where it is going with the Plan and after the Plan.


-
Presentation of the livestock grazing practices proposal.

· Possibly hear from WEST out of Cheyenne (Hall Sawyer and company).

· Continue working on the Plan.

· Lucy to find out if there is a project completion form and if so she will get it to Corby via e-mail.
