Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

May 25, 2006

Bridger Coal Mine

Working Group Members Present:  

Dave Baer, Steve Martin, Ron Lockwood, Vearl Bird, Gavin Lovell, Mary Lynn Corbett, Corby McGinnis, Rena Piper, Lucy Wold and Don Hartman (joined the group at noon). 
Working Group Members Absent:  

Mark Kot, Adrian Hunolt and Chris Durham

Guest Speakers:


None

Observers:


Tom Christiansen

Discussion:



1) Steve and Rena took the Group on a surface tour of Bridger Coal.  They viewed several different habitat reclamation areas along with the high-wall of the mine operations and the dragline in operation.  Several birds and nesting sites were seen.  The Group appreciated Steve and Rena’s informative and enjoyable tour.  

2) Reviewed minutes from April’s meeting and today’s meeting agenda.  The minutes were approved.  Tom Christiansen will post on G&F web site.

3) Tom Christiansen mentioned that there would be two local working group draft plans available within the month.  He reminded the Group that if there are any outstanding expenses, they need to be into him as soon as possible as the fiscal year is coming to an end.  Tom also said there is a process in which the Legislature will allocate funding to 7 of the 8 working groups to receive $65,000 - $70,000 per year for a two-year period.  The groups can use this money all at once or spread the funds out over the 2 year period.  This money will be available July 1st.  There will also be a quarter of a million available for the State Land Owner Incentive Program which will be for private lands that benefit sage grouse habitats and wildlife with a 50/50 match. 

4) The Group continued working on their narratives beginning with Chris’ written narratives.  Corby had made some changes to the Invasive Plants Goals and the group reviewed and accepted her changes.  She will e-mail them to Lucy to plug into the draft copy.     

5) As an idea for a group project Ron discussed the possibility of acquiring a free guzzler from the fossil quarry people and installing it where sage-grouse could use it.
6) Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 29th at the Kemmerer Library.  Corby set up a day for weed spraying on July 13.   

7) Topics scheduled for the next meeting/Action Items


-
Wind Energy Discussion (Rena)

· Continue to edit and write narratives (water development, urbanization, recreation, vegetative management and grazing)

- 30 minutes – Talk on Grazing in Sage Grouse Habitats by representatives from Wyoming Dept. of Agriculture, BLM and WAFWA.
