Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

December 15, 2006

Wyoming Game & Fish Office, Green River

Working Group Members Present:  

Corby McGinnis, Rena Piper, Vearl Bird, Don Hartman, Mark Kot, Ron Lockwood, Mary Lynn Corbett, Gavin Lovell, Bryan Christensen and Lucy Wold. 
Working Group Members Absent:  

Chris Durham, Dave Baer, Steve Martin and Adrian Hunolt

Guests:


Tom Christiansen, Wyoming Game & Fish Dept.

Discussion:



1) Reviewed and made changes to minutes from the November meeting.  The minutes were approved and Lucy will e-mail to Tom C. for the web page. 

2) The sage grouse displays are at the Green River Game and Fish Office, along with the informational display and will remain there for a limited time. 

3) Grazing Letter Update – Tom told the Group that a follow-up letter is finalized and will be sent out to all of the working groups explaining where the process is going.   

4) Corby presented her written comments regarding The Greater Sage Grouse Conservation Strategy.  The Group discussed this information with Tom C. and he described this document as being a blueprint/strategy and the contents were not written as regulations.  This is meant to be a reference document in aiding the working groups.   

5) Raven Workshop DVD’s – Corby took one to view from Mark and Dave Baer still has the other DVD.

6) Tom updated the Group on the project proposals he took to the Boise meeting.  He said big corporation/industry is leading this effort and there is a pool of money for short-term projects.  CSI is looking at the proposed projects and will make their recommendations.  More time is needed to know where this is going to go and Tom will keep the groups updated.    

7) Tom said the format the Group wants to use for writing up their plan is up to them and has no problem with how they are requesting to do so.  Don Hartman asked Tom if the SW working group should tackle some projects regarding West Nile Virus since it was found in the Northwest Colorado area close to the border.  Tom said he did not have enough information to justify any actions at this time, but would be receiving a copy of Colorado’s reports and will update and discuss with the Group at a later time.  Tom reported that through the wing study this year, bone marrow samples were sent into the State Lab and no diseases were documented.  He did say, however, that chick/hen ratios are down with an overall rate of 1.1 in southwest Wyoming, showing a decreasing population for next year.  Tom gave the Group a timeline of how the process works with the final plan going to Commission.  The Commission will be meeting in March, April and July.  Once done the plan needs to go out for public comment for 30 days, the Group will process those comments for about 2 weeks and revamp, then the Commission needs the final plan 30 days before they meet, taking about 3 months for the total process.

8) Vearl updated the Group on the Uinta County Predator Board meeting he attended.  He said there is money available through the state for projects that specifically deal with sage grouse and sage grouse habitats.     

9) Conservation Strategy RMP’s were completed with the Group working through and rewriting/editing each one.    

10) Projects discussion on how to organize the list of projects and should they be listed according to projects or according to goals.  Several projects were added to the list. 

11) Next meeting is Monday, January 29, at 8:45 AM, at the Game and Fish Office in Green River.

12) Assignments:

· (All) Review draft copies of the two documents Lucy sends to you.  

· (Lucy) Put plan in same order as State plan and keep projects together.

· (All) Focus on question marks within the projects section.

· (Vearl) Flush project proposal for most beneficial sage grouse items and obtain a map.

· (Lucy) Power Point presentation to go along with taxidermied sage grouse. Get it to Dave for review.

· Come with project ideas. If you need application forms, call Rena or Lucy.
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