Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

November 6, 2006

Wyoming Game & Fish Office, Green River

Working Group Members Present:  

Dave Baer, Corby McGinnis, Don Hartman, Vearl Bird, Mark Kot, Chris Durham, Ron Lockwood, Mary Lynn Corbett, Rena Piper, Gavin Lovell and Lucy Wold. 
Working Group Members Absent:  

Adrian Hunolt, Steve Martin

Guest:   Bryan Christensen, NRCS, Sweetwater County, Rock Springs Office

Discussion:



1) Reviewed and made changes to minutes from the August meeting.  The minutes were approved and Lucy will e-mail to Tom C. for the web page. (Done 11/7/06)

2) Mary Lynn asked about the vacancy left by Adrian and expressed her concern for having NRCS representation on the local working group.  After discussion group members decided unanimously that a new person from the NRCS should replace Adrian. Bryan Christiansen was asked if he was interested, to which he replied that he might be.  Bryan said that his supervisor asked him to come to the meeting. Lucy reviewed with the Group how members are to be replaced or not replaced. Group members are aware of the procedure and want to pursue NRCS representation through Bryan. Lucy will send Bryan the Charter and Strategy Plan for his review and he will let the Group know of his decision/supervisor approval at the next meeting.  Rena will contact Adrian to let him know the Group’s decision.

3) Grazing Letter Update – Rena mailed the letter and no response has been received to date.  

4) The Greater Sage Grouse Conservation Strategy, distributed by WAFWA, is now out for public comment.  Corby has read the plan and feels it is a historical document and consistently blames livestock grazing as the main problem for degraded sage grouse habitats. Corby says she found no “positive” information in the plan.  Corby feels “ that the document was written by a group of PhD’s who need to get out in the field and see what is happening.” The Group would like Tom C.’s clarification and thoughts before commenting.  Corby will type her comments up for the Group’s review.  Lucy will ask Tom for more information on the WAFWA plan. 

5) Livestock Grazing Conservation Strategy – Corby had a concern about historical grazing management practices and wants those practices to be scrutinized and justified.  Gavin feels that permittees should not renew permits when grazing allotments become available, leaving an option for the future land ownership or development.  However, other permittees can fill-in behind and apply for those vacant allotments.  Gavin says it would take a change in BLM policy to change the allotment application process.  Don proposed that Gavin and Vearl write something up regarding this issue and they will address the issue in the projects section of the plan.  

6) Raven Workshop DVD’s – These DVD’s are available for viewing if interested.  Please check them out through Lucy, view and send on to the next person in a timely manner.  Mark Kot and Dave Baer checked out the first two copies.

7) Project Proposals – Gavin reviewed the Rock Creek burn completed September of 2005.  He showed the Group a satellite imagery map of the burned areas and mosaic pattern that was created.  This burn was very positive for sage grouse.  He presented a new proposal for next fall: 

-
Elk Mountain Prescribed Burn – (Gavin) This burn will actually include two sites, Red Canyon and Elk Mountain, for a total of 20,000 acres, using the same procedures as the Rock Creek Burn.  This will be a combined financial effort by the oil and gas mitigation fund, BLM, RMEF, Wyoming Game & Fish and the Southwest Sage Grouse Working Group.   The dollar amount ($300,000) will also include monitoring and follow-up.  The Group was on board with this proposal and Gavin will submit it to Lucy via e-mail.  

-
Owen Petersen/NRCS/WG&F Sage Grouse Habitat Enhancement Project - (Vearl)  This project will consist of a dry land plot and an irrigated plot, 3 springs, fencing projects and forage enhancement projects.  The cost of this project is $8,500.  Tom already has the application and took it with him to his Boise meeting.  The group is waiting to see the level of funding from the Boise group before deciding to support the project with funds or recommendation.   
-
Willow Creek Enhancement Project – (Vearl) Several items were listed within this project and some are being completed already.  Gavin asked for Vearl to determine which projects on his list were the most beneficial to sage grouse/habitats and attach a map showing the areas affected by these projects.  There was a concern that the proposed burn would result in a 100% kill versus a mosaic pattern, but Vearl assured the group that was not the case.  Vearl will reevaluate the projects, fill out the grant application form, and report back to the group in December.  

8) Sage Grouse Habitats – The Group went through the habitat section of the State Plan and made necessary changes to make the information specific to southwest Wyoming.  The word “interstitial” was used several times in the State Plan and Lucy will try and find out why that word was chosen and what it refers to.  The Group, in the meantime, chose to eliminate it from their wording.  

9) A discussion was held about the current order and format of the plan. Members want to return to the original format of their plan for easier reading. It is too much work to keep thumbing through the plan because the pertinent sections do not follow each other. The group wants to format their plan after the format in the State Plan. Lucy will make the editorial corrections to the documents and ask Tom about changing the format.  

10) Conservation Goals – The Group chose to eliminate Goal #2, “Manage Factors Contributing to the Direct Mortality of Sage-Grouse”, and move the existing sub goals from the #2 goal under the remaining (original) two goals.  There were several language changes and edits.  The Projects Table was updated with the new projects discussed and editorial changes made.  

11) Taxidermy Update – The sage grouse taxidermy is completed and was done in time for Expo.  The birds are currently in Casper, but Lucy will ask Tom if it is possible to bring the display to the Green River region.  Dave Baer suggested developing an educational power point presentation that goes along with the display. Lucy and Dave will work on the presentation.  

Chris updated the Group about the narrative he has been working on concerning existing/planned developments (i.e. Moxa Arch, wind farms, etc.) in southwest Wyoming. Chris (Rock Springs BLM) is working with the GIS folks in the Kemmerer BLM Field Office and the Game and Fish GIS contact in Lander.  Because there is so much development going on he put the information on a CD, which can be accessed by the Game and Fish GIS contact in Lander. Chris will submit that information to Lucy for distribution.  Chris also produced a map of all the water developments in Rock Springs District and comments 8-10 probably aren't necessary.   

12) Next meeting is December 15, at 8:45 AM, at the Game and Fish Office in Green River.

13) Assignments:

· (Lucy) Put revision dates on all current and future documents.  

· (Lucy) Send Bryan Christensen the Group’s Charter and Strategy Plan for his review.

· (Rena) Contact Adrian with Group’s decision on his position.

· (Corby) Type comments regarding GSGCS and submit to Group at next meeting.

· (Gavin) Submit Elk Mountain Prescribed Burn Proposal.

· (Vearl) Flush project proposal for most beneficial sage grouse items and obtain a map.

· (Lucy) Power Point presentation to go along with sage grouse displays. Get it to Dave for review.

· (Chris) Submit the CD with the Kemmerer, Rock Springs and Pinedale planned activities.

· (All) Flesh-out the Recommended Management Practices (RMP’s) and Factors listed in the current southwest conservation draft plan.
· Come with project ideas. If you need application forms, call Rena or Lucy.
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