Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

August 25, 2006

Public Library, Kemmerer

Working Group Members Present:  

Vearl Bird, Chris Durham, Ron Lockwood, Mary Lynn Corbett, Corby McGinnis, Rena Piper, Gavin Lovell, Don Hartman, Lucy Wold 
Working Group Members Absent:  

Adrian Hunolt, Dave Baer, Steve Martin, Mark Kot

Guests/Guest Speakers: 

Norris and Rosalie Tratnik (volunteers in sage grouse research)

Tom Christiansen, WGFD

Lance Porter, BLM Kemmerer Field Office

Discussion:



1) Reviewed and made changes to minutes from July’s meeting and today’s meeting agenda.  The minutes were approved and Lucy e-mailed them to Tom C. for the web page.

2) Lance Porter welcomed the group to Kemmerer and wanted them to know the Kemmerer Field Office of the BLM supports the work the group is doing.

3) Norris Tratnik addressed the group and talked about his work with sage grouse with the Bridger Basin study from 1999-2005. Norris had photos of spring areas, which were destroyed by cattle. Norris offered the group many of his thoughts and observations to include: (a) need more water sources for sage grouse, (b) retrofit guzzlers in poor shape, (c) critical winter range for sage grouse must be mapped and documented, (d) radio collars provide a great deal of information, (e) BLM range-cons must be more active and proactive to conserve range lands for grouse habitat, (f) sage grouse need a ramp to get to the water troughs, (g) don’t burn too much habitat within critical winter ranges for sage grouse, (h) plan for fence repairs and maintenance at guzzlers, (i) make sure people cannot see the water guzzlers from the road or they will be vandalized, (j) protect leks now, (k) wind turbines and their affect on sage grouse must be studied, (l) he did not witness coyotes predating on sage grouse, but did observe golden eagles, badgers and foxes eating sage grouse, (m) place guards over the floats on water structures and (n) more trading of information must take place between WGFD, BLM, SCS and NRCS.

4) The group discussed the livestock grazing proposal presented at the July meeting.  Those working group members present said they support the process and agree they could use the information made available through the literature review as another tool in their conservation efforts. Chris emphasized the need for expertise on grazing BMP’s and the USGS Great Basin Bibliography website would be useful to the group. Rena will draft a letter of support, similar to what the other working groups wrote and send along to other members for their comments. Corby and Vearl expressed some concern. They do not want the Group to buy into any livestock grazing management practices which could become permanent and hurt landowners in the future. Mary Lynn expressed that the group is, more than anything, interested in the literature review as a resource.

5) Tom gave a brief summary of the raven ecology presentations held in Pinedale. The presentations were videoed and will be made available to all working group members at a later date. Tom advised the Group that a raven study will soon take place at the Shute Creek Plant. He also advised the Group that they may want to focus on small areas within their boundaries rather than trying to tackle all the sage grouse habitats. Ravens have wide-ranging movements and supplement their diet at the landfills.

6) Tom distributed the Restoration Manual on CD. Please contact him for a copy if you did not get one.

7) Tom and Corby did an interview with the Wyoming Livestock Roundup. The article was favorable and informative to readers about sage grouse conservation and the concept of local working group plans.

8) Tom and the Group worked through the documents (a) Factors Affecting Sage-Grouse Populations and Habitats in Southwest Wyoming and (b) Conservation Strategy for Sage-grouse in Southwest Wyoming. The Group left out the sage grouse habitats section in their initial work so, please read the Habitat Section of the State Plan starting on page 16 and decide what information applies to the southwest group!
9) Next meeting is November 6, at 8:45 AM, at the Game and Fish Office in Green River.

10) Assignments:

· (Lucy) Write narrative about the process the Group used to rank their issues affecting sage-grouse in the southwest.

· (All) Review pages 16-22 in the State Plan and make notes/edits as it applies to the sage-grouse habitats in the southwest region. Bring these comments to the November meeting ready for discussion.

· (All) Review the Table of Commitments section of the Northeast Draft Conservation Plan (starts on page 49) to use as an example of how to plug in projects and commitments for the southwest plan. There is also a Table of Commitments from this group at the end of the Conservation Strategy for Sage Grouse in Southwest Wyoming document.

· (All) Review the edited documents from the August meeting (Factors Affecting Sage-Grouse Populations and Habitats in Southwest Wyoming and Conservation Strategy for Sage-grouse in Southwest Wyoming). Lucy will e-mail these updated versions to you. She will regular mail them to Vearl. Let her know if you want them to be sent regular mail as well.
· (All) Flesh-out the Recommended Management Practices (RMP’s) listed in the current southwest conservation draft plan.
· Need paragraph on existing/planned SW specific activities i.e. Moxa Arch, wind farms, etc. – (Chris D. assignment *with help from James Roberts from Kemmerer)

· Review G&F mitigation policy on G&F web site (keeping habitat intact and not mitigation for later)

· Map from Chris Durham and Gavin *something actually providing water sources for sage grouse

· Lander G&F GIS get with Kemmerer BLM GIS Dan Oles to get a map of transportation corridors. Gavin can you facilitate this?
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