Southwest Sage Grouse Local Working Group

July 27, 2006

BLM, Rock Springs

Working Group Members Present:  

Vearl Bird, Chris Durham, Dave Baer, Mark Kot, Steve Martin, Ron Lockwood, Mary Lynn Corbett, Corby McGinnis, Rena Piper and Lucy Wold. 
Working Group Members Absent:  

Adrian Hunolt, Gavin Lovell and Don Hartman

Guests/Guest Speakers:


Jason Fearneyhough, Wyoming Department of Agriculture


Travis Haby, BLM (National Science and Tech. Center, Denver)


Joe Bohne, WGFD/Habitat Sub Committee of WAFWA


Tom Christiansen, WGFD

Discussion:



1) Reviewed and made changes to minutes from July’s meeting and today’s meeting agenda.  The minutes were approved and Lucy e-mailed them to Tom C. for the web page.

2) Lucy gave a brief update as to where the group is at with their plan and what the next step is.  She also distributed the NE Working Group’s plan, which has been completed.  Tom passed around a handout describing the funding process for the working groups.     

3) Mary Lynn asked for an update on the mag chloride issue which was discussed at the last meeting.  Lucy received input from several members and shared their findings which were that there have been no known studies conducted as to the affects of mag chloride on wildlife or vegetation, good or bad.  Corby gave some input as to some water sampling that is being done near Fontenelle and she will update the group as results become available. 

4) Travis Haby, Jason Fearneyhough and Joe Bohne are part of a multi-agency group working on a collaborative effort to develop general guidelines for managing sage grouse and sage grouse habitats through improved livestock grazing practices.  Joe gave the introduction explaining the purpose and two committees already working on the project. Jason gave the views and concerns from the Department of Agriculture, Wyoming Woolgrowers Association and Wyoming Stockgrowers Association. Joe and Travis emphasized that the draft proposal handed out is a tool which the working groups can use to build and implement their plans.  The Agriculture Industry is okay with the literature review. They, however,  want a “bottom up” approach and do not want a regulatory approach.  In taking a regulatory approach, which is a large concern to the Ag Department and groups, it no longer becomes a best management practice.  They would like the working group to review the proposal and take their own interpretations from it to use for their individual plan.  This proposal is a standardized process to evaluate sage grouse and habitats and how to fix and improve any problems that are occurring, providing expertise to those who want it.       

5) The Group completed writing draft narratives for their plan, ending with Predation, Farming, Vegetation Management, Pesticides and Water Development.  The only narrative that remains to be written and edited is Wildfire, which Gavin has agreed to write and the group will review.    
6) As to the group’s discussion on Predation, Tom mentioned that the Upper Green River local working group will be having a meeting August 24th at the fire hall in Pinedale at 9 AM.  This group is going to discuss a major raven research project, which will study raven predation on sage grouse nests. There will be a speaker presenting information on raven control from a current study going on at Exxon/Chute Creek Plant. Group members are invited to attend this meeting.  

7) Next meeting is scheduled for Friday, August 25th at the Library in Kemmerer. 

8) Topics scheduled for the next meeting/Action Items


-
Gavin to draft Wildfire narrative and group to edit.


-
Draft letter to “Oversight Committee” regarding the group’s comments and opinions of the livestock grazing practices proposal.  Individual comments will also be accepted and welcomed on the website address.  

· Each member to think about projects that you would like submitted.

· Review latest copy of the plan from July 27, 2006. Lucy will mail and or e-mail it to you.

