SOUTH CENTRAL SAGE GROUSE WORKING GROUP

MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 15, 2005


Michelle Zitek called the meeting to order at 8:37AM. Present were: Tim Woolley, Heath Cline, Jack Berger, Roger Cox, Mike Cuin, John Espy, Karen Larsen, Glen Leavengood, Randy Phipps, Tom Christiansen, and Jean Runner.

Introductions/AGENDA CHANGES/LUNCH PLANS:  introductions were made.  The  

November meeting date was changed to the 10th at the Rawlins BLM Office (tentative location). Charlene Abbot has volunteered to be permanent note taker for the group.  She will be contacted for the November meeting. There were no agenda changes. Lunch plans were made. 

MINUTES:  Michelle asked for any corrections or additions to the August minutes.  There were none.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None

FORUM REVIEW: 

▪Project Funding: The request before the legislature is to double the amount of funding for next year.  For future working group project funding; Tom indicated projects which are large in scope and address all the issues with numerous landowners would be a focus. 

Next funding period:  Tom recommended the group send a letter to the legislature to thank them for the funding, update them on accomplishments and request the additional funding.  He will provide the template. 

There was discussion that some private entities have expressed concern about the aerator and tractor purchase. 

There was a question if any “easement” type projects had been submitted for funding. Tom said one had been submitted.  

The group felt the forum was very informative and provided them with insight into many areas of the sage grouse problem.

There was discussion on the diversity of habitats and major migration routes in the working group’s area.  

PLAN REVIEW:  The group reviewed the plan on power point to make final revisions. 

Changes were made in the goals and RMP’s for the following sections and Michelle edited the document. 

· Goal: The group discussed the content of the overall goal.  As the plan is reviewed the goal will become more evident.

· Introductions

· Wildlife and Wildhorses 

· Farming: Recommended Management Practices 

· Hunting

· Invasive Plants

· Grazing

· Mineral and Energy Development 

· Parasites and Diseases 

· Pesticides

· Predation

· Recreation

· Residential Development

· Vegetation Management

· Weather

· Habitat 

The group worked through revisions and compiled goal information.  The updates will be reviewed at the next meeting.

GIS INFORMATION-POTENTIAL IMPACTS:  The group viewed lek GIS data. Geographical areas were identified as being impacted by Plan issues.  It was decided to look at natural area boundaries and then determine what issues are relative to each area.  Seven areas were chosen. Potential conflicts were listed for each area. (Those listed were only issues decided upon today)

______________________________________________________________________________
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In order to complete the identification of conflicts for each area it was decided to gather more information for the next meeting. 

GROUP BROCHURE:  Tom distributed brochures to the group.

INTERIM PROJECTS UPDATE: The 16-Mile project is still in progress.

PROJECT NOTIFICATION: The state will notify all groups whose projects were funded.

SELECTION OF CHAIR:  There was consensus for Randy to assume the Chair and he has accepted the position for the coming year.

The next meeting will be November 10th at Rawlins BLM Office (tentative location).  Michelle asked for agenda items.  

There being no further business to come before the group, Michelle adjourned the meeting at 3:23PM.

