SOUTH CENTRAL SAGE GROUSE WORKING GROUP

MEETING MINUTES

July 21, 2005


The meeting was called to order by Michelle Zitek at 8:45AM.  Members present were:  Frank Blomquist, Jack Berger, Tom Clayson, Roger Cox, Mike Cuin, John Espy, Karen Larsen, Glen Leavengood, Bill Nation, Barbara Parsons, Randy Phipps, Tim Woolley, and Tom Christiansen.  Also present were: Frances Foster-Saratoga Sun, Blaine Gilliland-Silver Spur Ranch, and Jean Runner-SER C.D.

INTRODUCTIONS/AGENDA: Introductions were made and Michelle reviewed the agenda which was approved by consensus.  

MINUTES:   May and June Meeting Minutes were reviewed.  The June Minutes were corrected as follows: Mary Reed should be Read. 

WORKING GROUP FORUM IN RIVERTON:  Michelle presented information for the forum and asked for commitments to attend.  Governor Freudenthal will speak on the 24th.   Tom said the attendance goal is 50% or 50 members from the statewide working groups.  Wyoming Department of Agriculture is co-sponsoring the forum and will be working with UW for advertising and registration. Each local working group will make a 5 to 10 minute presentation.  This group’s presentation will be organized at the August 18th meeting. The forum will be an opportunity for working groups to exchange information and participate in breakout discussions on agriculture, industry and other areas, which could make positive contributions to working groups across the state. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Blaine Gilliland – Silver Spur Ranch, presented information on the problem of predator control. He requested the group examine predation and address the role of the predator in sage grouse management. He was invited to attend the meetings.

RANKING CRITERIA:  Michelle handed out a project evaluation sheet that is uniform with the state guidelines. Tom explained there is $425,000 in funding available and an estimated $898,000 in state-wide proposals. He indicated each group will receive funding. This group has 11 (#11 is statewide) proposals totaling approximately $165,000. 

PROPOSAL PRESENTATIONS:


(BLM Personnel were present to provide information for Proposals 1-8, Bill Nation provided information for Proposal 10, Tom Christiansen provided information for Proposal 11)                                                                 

1. J O RANCH WATER DEVELOPMENT

2. STANDARD SOLAR WELL WATER DEVELOPMENT

3. 16 MILE ATLANTIC RIM WATER DEVELOPMENT

4. TABLE MOUNTAIN SPRING DEVELOPMENT

5. FOUND SPRING DEVELOPMENT

6. WILDHORSE DRAW SPRING PROTECTION & DEVELOPMENT

7. RIDDLE CREEK BURN AND SOLAR PUMP

8. OSBORNE/BATTLE/URANIUM MILL RIPARIAN IMPROVEMENT

9. SAGE GROUSE INVERTEBRATE FOODS… (BUG PROPOSAL)

10. CARBON COUNTY SEEDING

11. ROTARY CUTTER – STATEWIDE PROJECT

RANKINGS:

There was discussion and input on each proposal. Proposals 5 & 6 were considered together for ranking purposes. There was consensus that all applications would be submitted. Any project with a water tank would be required to have a wildlife escape mechanism.

After much discussion and input the group came to a consensus and ranked applications as follows:

PROPOSAL








RANKING

●16 MILE ATLANTIC RIM WATER DEVELOPMENT


#1
●FOUND SPRING/WILDHORSE DRAW SPRING DEVELOPMENT
#2

●CARBON COUNTY SEEDING





#3
●OSBORNE/BATTLE/URANIUM MILL RIPARIAN IMPROVEMENT
#4 

 (Group requested application be clarified for costs but no increase)

●RIDDLE CREEK BURN AND SOLAR PUMP



#5

●TABLE MOUNTAIN SPRING DEVELOPMENT



#6

 (Group requested application be clarified for costs but no increase)

●STANDARD SOLAR WELL 





#7

●J O RANCH WATER DEVELOPMENT 




#8

●SAGE GROUSE INVERTEBRATE FOODS



#9

●ROTARY CUTTER – STATEWIDE PROJECT





(Group asked Tom to convey to the state that if all local working groups are in favor of the cutter, the funding should be taken off the top and not interfere with the amount allocated to each group)

TOTAL FUNDING DOLLARS FOR TOP THREE RANKED APPLICATIONS - $28,500.00

Applications needing revision will be sent to Tom who will forward to group for review.

UPDATE ON INTERIM PROJECTS:

GROUP BROCHURE: Tom Clayson has completed the brochure and will have it printed.

DESERET RANCH TOUR:  Tim and Randy reported on the tour.  The ranch is the biggest cow/calf operation in the U.S. The ranch has used mosaic burns and aeration to manage sagebrush and open up grazing and sage grouse habitat. They toured areas where the aerator has been used.  The ranch budgets 3% towards habitat work and Sage Grouse numbers have increased 500%. 

NEXT MEETING: Will be August 18th at SER C.D. at 8:30AM – 3:30PM. Randy will provide note taker. At the meeting we will continue working through the statewide plan, and will discuss the report to the Forum. 

Michelle commended the committee on ranking the applications.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:21PM.

