SOUTH CENTRAL SAGE-GROUSE WORKING GROUP

RAWLINS, WYOMING

June 16, 2005

ATTENDEES:  Karen Larsen, Jack Berger, Tim Woolley, Bill Nation, John Espy, Mike Cuin, Roger Cox, Michelle Zitek, Mary Read (for Frank Blomquist), Glen Levengood (afternoon)

ABSENT:  Randy Phipps, Barbara Parsons, Tom Clayson, Frank Blomquist 

INTRODUCTIONS AND PRELIMINARY ITEMS

The agenda was reviewed.  The group decided, due to the number of working group members who were unable to attend, to skip lunch and work until 1 p.m.

The minutes from the last meeting will be approved at the next meeting.

Karen will continue to explore avenues to find a permanent note taker.

PRESENTATIONS FOR LEGISLATIVE FUNDING

Bill Nation provided a project presentation for potential legislative funding.  He will send the proposal to Tom Christianson for discussion and ranking at the July meeting. 

Due to a change in the process, no other projects were discussed.  Project proposals are due to Tom Christiansen by July 15.  The group will discuss proposals at the July meeting.  

FACTORS AFFECTING SAGE-GROUSE DISCUSSION CONTINUED

Statewide Plan – A decision was made to go through the statewide plan and make changes that would make the plan more specific to the local area.  The group began with the invasive plants section and worked through the predation section.  The group decided to table the mineral development section until an industry representative was available.  Other specific changes and suggestions were made and are reflected in the document maintained by Michelle.   

UPDATES, LOGISTICS AND CLOSING ITEMS

Karen Larsen sent Bryce Reece a letter of support, and will send a copy to the group.

Tom Clayson will bring the finalized brochure to the next meeting. 

Tony Appa, sage-grouse researcher, is booked in August, but may be at the Forum August 23-24, 2005, in Riverton.

The July 21 meeting will be held at the USDA Service Center in Saratoga.  Roger Cox or Glen Levengood will check on a note taker for the meeting.  The agenda will be dominated by project proposals.  If there is time, additional review of the statewide plan will continue.  
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