SOUTH CENTRAL SAGE-GROUSE WORKING GROUP

RAWLINS, WYOMING

MAY 19, 2005

ATTENDEES:  Michelle Zitek, Tim Woolley, Randy Phipps, Barbara Parsons, Bill Nation, Glen Levengood, John Espy, Mike Cuin, Roger Cox, Tom Clayson, Frank Blomquist

ABSENT:  Jack Berger, Karen Larsen, Tom Christiansen

OTHERS PRESENT

Paula Guenther-Gloss

INTRODUCTIONS AND PRELIMINARY ITEMS

The agenda was reviewed and approved.  

The minutes from the last meeting were approved and will be posted.

Note taker for the next meeting - Mike Cuin checked into having a High School student and got no reply.  Randy Phipps committed to having a note taker at the June 16 meeting.

The legislative funding information provided by Tom Christianson was discussed.  The due date for project proposals is July 15.  The working group can propose a project or outside entities can propose projects through the group.  Once project proposals are prioritized, they will be forwarded to Cheyenne for approval.  Projects with matching funds could be given a higher priority.  The group will discuss proposals at the June meeting and will meet in mid‑August to approve or disapprove and prioritize project proposals.  A press release will be issued inviting the public to submit potential projects.  Frank Blomquist will ask Mary Wilson to issue the release.  Potential projects were discussed.  Tim Woolley will call Larry Hicks and have Larry bring a proposal for a seed collection project to the June meeting.  This project is expected to have numerous partners.  Bill Nation will also submit a proposal.
Deseret Tour – Tim Woolley, Randy Phipps, and Karen Larsen are planning to attend the tour scheduled for June 29, 2005.  A question was raised on the potential for carpooling.  Randy Phipps will coordinate rides for the group.  Once all those in the local group that plan to attend have a ride, the remaining seats will be made available to other groups.  Michelle Zitek will contact the other groups to let them know how many spots are available.
A Sage-Grouse Forum is scheduled for August 23-24, 2005, in Riverton.

Tony Appa, from the Northwest Region, will speak to the group on August 18, 2005.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Paula Guenther-Gloss, The Nature Conservancy Project Director for the North Platte Project, discussed how the Nature Conservancy conservation goals tie into the local sage-grouse efforts.  The Nature Conservancy can provide contacts, funding sources, partnerships, and numerous volunteers.  Because the management area she is responsible for is so large, she also works with the sage-grouse group out of Walden, Colorado.  That group invited the Wyoming groups to attend any of their meetings.  They are scheduled to meet June 30, 2005, beginning at 6 p.m. at the Forest Service Ranger Station in Walden.

PROJECT UPDATES

Tom Clayson suggested that a library of plans developed by the local working groups be established, preferably electronically.  Michelle will research to see if the plans are available. 

Tom Clayson provided a copy of the proposed brochure.  Several changes were suggested.  Tom will make these changes and provide the group with another copy.
A question was raised on whether a letter was sent to Bryce Reese.  Michelle will check with Karen to see if this was sent. 

Statewide Plan – A decision was made at the last meeting to go through the statewide plan and make changes that would make the plan more specific to the local area.  The group began with the issues section and suggested changes.  Tim Woolley will be rewriting the introduction sections.  Other specific changes and suggestions were made and are reflected in the document maintained by Michelle.   

A paragraph will be written into the first part of the plan stating that a group will be developed that will continue to meet annually, to review, maintain, and implement the effectiveness of the plan.

Group consensus was that going through the plan in this way was productive.  As time allows at each meeting, the group will review sections and make changes.

The agenda for the June 16 meeting is the project proposals.  If there is time, additional review of the statewide plan will continue.  
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