South Central Sage-grouse Working Group

Rawlins BLM

April 21, 2005

Present:  Karen Larsen, Randy Phipps, Barb Parsons, Tom Clayson, Jack Berger, Glen Levengood, Bill Nation, Frank Blomquist, Roger Cox, Tim Woolley, Mike Cuin, Michelle Zitek. 

Absent: John Espy

Others present: Vern Vivion, Bryce Reece, Lyman McDonald, Tom Christiansen.

Action Items are bold.

1.  Introductions and preliminary items:

March notes typos were corrected then approved. They will be posted on the G&F website. 

The notetaker role was discussed. The lack of a consistent notetaker is a problem. Frank agreed to visit with Missy about the next meeting, Mike will contact the Rawlins High School debate team and Karen will contact Carbon Co. Higher Ed for possible assistance in the future.
Tom Christiansen provided updates on: 1) the upcoming Deseret Ranch tour on June 29, 2) the availability of the NW Colorado sage-grouse researcher for future meetings, 3) preliminary lek count/surveys across much of Wyoming indicate males/lek are near 20 year highs thanks to last year’s moisture, 4) comments on the “Enhancing Sage-Grouse Habitat…A Wyoming Guide” should be submitted to Tom by May 2, 5) the proposed Local Working Group Forum was discussed with the group supporting the August 26-27 dates. Individuals are encouraged to provide input on the meeting’s content to Tom by May 5.

Mike Cuin reported that several projects that have potential to impact sage-grouse had received funding from RMEF.

2.   Public Comment:  None.

3.   Review of the State Plan and how it applies to the South Central LWG 

Barbara - provided a handout with her thoughts on the State Plan. She suggests adopting the State Plan and developing actions based on it.

Roger - emphasized the need to recognize site potential; not all of the area is sage-grouse habitat. He reminded the group to keep in mind the differences between the laws/policies/regulations that apply to Federal versus private lands. Finally, he suggested the group be receptive to local experience. 

Glen - commented that the State Plan is good but broad and the LWG needs to find what works for this area.

Randy - emphasized the need to be flexible and that there was not “one” problem or answer.

Tom Clayson - emphasized the need to justify variance from the State Plan.

Bill - felt the State Plan is a good template but pointed out the need for site specific actions. It is OK to vary from the State Plan if the action works locally.

Karen – need to balance the need to create a plan with the desire to conduct projects.

Frank – the State Plan provides good sideboards. It is the LWG job to get to the fine-scale. There is a lot of diverse expertise on the group. The group needs to define issues in specific locations within the LWG area.

Tim – the State Plan gives ideas on how to address issues. Feels the group dove into issues too early in the process,  it would have been better to review the State Plan first.

Randy – the LWG plan needs to explain that some recommended actions may conflict e.g. reclamation seeding versus weed spraying.

The group recognized that issues were prioritized in January but agreed they are subject to change with new information.

The group discussed how it should focus; problem areas? Core areas? Compare grouse monitoring data to presence/absence of issue. Priorities and issue descriptions should identify site specific versus broad-scale differences and the plan should acknowledge that an analysis was completed even if the issue was identified as a low priority.

In the original discussion of issues members did not use consistent criteria to prioritize them. Some members evaluated based on the ability of an issue to influence sage-grouse populations while other prioritized based on the issue’s threat to sage-grouse populations. The group agreed to revisit priorities in the context of new information.

Action: For the next meeting everyone is to review the issues in the State Plan and access their scale of impact in the South Central LWG area. In addition, everyone is to review the Goals and RMPs in the State Plan to determine what applies to this area.

4. Planning for May 19 meeting.

The group discussed whether or not to have a field trip. The decision was to have a meeting in the morning and tour in the afternoon. Frank, Tim and Bill are to plan a trip and invite affected interests. Members should bring a lunch and plan to return to town about 5:00 p.m.

5. Funding

Roger provided an update of NRCS funding opportunities.

Bill has to prepare a budget for the Carbon Co. Road and Bridge Dept. If the group has thoughts on projects that would apply to this process they should contact him by April 29.

6. Research proposal from Bryce Reece and Lyman McDonald 

The guest speakers presented a power point presentation and provided hand-outs on a research proposal entitled: Vegetation Manipulation with Sheep Grazing and Predator Effects on Sage-Grouse Population Parameters. Mr. Reece said they are seeking federal funding at the Washington level from the BLM and NRCS and are not currently requesting State/Local dollars. Mr. Reece indicated he is requesting only the support of the LWG as an aid in gaining financial support. Following the presentation and discussion the group (Karen) agreed to write a letter of support for the proposal.
7. South Central LWG Interim Projects

The LWG brochure was discussed and edited. Tom Clayson and Tim will finalize the brochure and return it to the group for final approval before printing.

The invasive plants subcommittee reported that the BLM has a weed database and map. The group agreed there should be an emphasis on achieving good reclamation rather than needing to  conduct weed control where reclamation fails.

Tim reported on the status of his lek analysis. Work is continuing and he will report with more detail in June.

8. Meeting logistics and closing items

The plan is to continue to meet the 3rd Thursday of each month unless there is a problem for most members.

Tom Christiansen will contact the Colorado researcher about speaker at the June meeting.

On May 25 there will be a field tour with BP (energy co.) reclamation specialists. The Wyoming bird group “Partners in Flight” is involved. Randy will report back to the group on the status/results of this field tour.

May 19 meeting agenda will include:

Discussion of Issues, Goals and RMPs from the State Plan.

Approval of the brochure for printing

Project updates

Afternoon field trip

