South Central Sage-Grouse Working Group

March 23, 2006

BLM Office Rawlins

Present:  Randy Phipps, Bill Nation, Glen Leavengood, Roger Cox, Barb Parsons, Karen Larsen, Tim Woolley, Frank Blomquist, Michelle Zitek, Tom Clayson, Jack Berger, John Espy, and Mike Cuin, Tom Christiansen, Bob Tigner, Charles Redmond, Calvin Strom, Justin Williams

Introductions and preliminary items:  Minutes from the February 16, 2005 meeting were approved.  Karen arranged for lunch.    

Other announcements – Tom Christiansen discussed the project funding process.  Because the Game and Fish is a state agency, it is bound by state laws and procedures for giving grants.  Gant monies usually have strings attached, and this money is no exception.  He will work with the recipients and the working group to overcome these obstacles, but it will take communication on the part of all those concerned.  

The legislature gave the eight working groups another million dollars for the next biennium.  It will be important to have good project ideas in the plans to obtain funding.  After plans are drafted the groups may get together once or twice a year to keep projects moving forward.  Future meetings would also allow the group to incorporate adaptive management.  (i.e. the group could make changes based on new things learned.)  Frank Maurer expressed interest in preserving sage-grouse habitat on his property.  The group will make sure he gets a copy of the grant application at the appropriate time.

The first three groups are making progress.  In a couple of months they will be at the two-year mark.  

The group asked if the seed mix the Upper Green River group was working on is available.  Tom was not sure.  Amy Davidson is the person to contact.

Public comment period -  No public comments were given.
Review of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Comments on Plan Direction – Tim talked to Pat Diebert.  She was willing to review the plan, but recommended reviewing a more complete plan.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service looks at the actions to determine if they will preclude the need for listing.  The group might want to review the PECE (Policy for Evaluation of Conservation Efforts) that is in the planning guide given to the group at the first meeting. Tom Christiansen said the group might want to consider other species as well.  

Brainstorming goals and action items – The group spent the rest of the meeting brainstorming goals and action items, and refining items obtained from the brainstorming session.  Results of this session are listed in the attached document.

The April 20 meeting will begin at 8:30 at the BLM office, 1300 North Third, Rawlins. 

