South Central Sage-Grouse Working Group

February 16, 2006

BLM Office Rawlins

Present:  Randy Phipps, Bill Nation, Glen Leavengood, Roger Cox, Barb Parsons, Karen Larsen, Tim Woolley, Frank Blomquist, Michelle Zitek

Absent:  Tom Clayson, Jack Berger, John Espy, and Mike Cuin

Introductions and preliminary items:  Minutes from the December 15, 2005 meeting were approved with minor changes.  The corrected copy will be sent to Tom Christiansen and posted on the website.  

Michelle Zitek shared an e-mail from Paula Guenther-Gloss inviting the members of the South Central Wyoming working group to attend the next North Park, CO working group meeting.  The meeting will be held Wednesday, May 24th from 7-9 p.m. at the USFS Parks District Office.  You can contact Paula at (307) 326-3110 for more information.

Frank Blomquist printed off one copy of Nevada’s Sage-Grouse Plan and it is available for review by members of the group.

Objectives review and revisions:  The group reviewed Draft 1.1 of the Conservation Plan.  They discussed whether the best strategy was to combine objectives to keep the plan shorter and more functional, or to separate objectives so that it is clear what has been accomplished and what has not been accomplished.  Tim will send the current draft to Pat Diebert to see if the group is on the right track, and which strategy would be most effective.  A copy of the updated draft is attached.

Action Items:  Michelle will send the action items from the Bates Hole Working Group to members of this group.  She will also send out the most recent copy of the plan (the revisions this group made to the statewide plan).  Group members should review both of these documents in preparation for the brainstorming session that will be held at the March 23 meeting. 

Other Items:  The group discussed how the grant process is progressing.  There have been a number of complaints about clarity of the grant criteria.  The group would like the opportunity to review the award process before grants are requested next year. 

The group thanked Tim for his work on the plan.

Next Meeting:  Because of conflicts in a number of group member schedules, the March meeting was moved to Thursday, March 23 at the new BLM Office in Rawlins.  

