South Central Sage-Grouse Working Group

12/15/05
Present:  Tim Woolley, John Espy, Roger Cox, Glen Leavengood, Mike Calton, Heath Cline, Mike Cuin, Randy Phipps, Barbara Parsons, Tom Christiansen, Justin Williams, Jack Berger.  Larry Justesen, Jay Sheehan and Bob Lange joined the group after lunch.  Kate Schoenecker and Cameron Aldridge joined for the Stratton Study Area Presentation via conference call.
Absent:  Karen Larsen, Tom Clayson, Frank Blomquist, Bill Nation

Introductions/Announcements:  Introductions were made.  Meeting minutes from the 11/10/05 meeting were approved.  Charlene Abbot was not able to attend this meeting, but John will visit with her to see if she is available for the January meeting.  Randy sent the approved letter to legislators in the area after Thanksgiving.  Randy was interviewed for an article about the sage-grouse working groups and their projects to be printed in the Wyoming Wildlife Magazine.  

Tom Christiansen said that criteria for the tractor and aerator are being discussed.  Guidelines should be developed by the first part of next year.  The equipment will not be used on a first come first served basis, but will be prioritized and used multiple times in one area before being moved. Preference will be given to the Upper Green LWG since they purchased it.  

The Governor requested $1.1 million for the biennium budget for sage-grouse working group plan implementation.  Plans should be done by this fall.  Funds will not be as tied to fiscal year. 

Tom handed out the Discussion Paper: Potential Range-wide Issues of Relevance to Greater Sage-grouse Conservation Efforts, and said it outlined many of the issues groups are discussing.  Tom also gave Randy a copy of a CD with the North Park Conservation plan on it.  The group also discussed how specific objectives and action items need to be.  Tom indicated that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will evaluate the action items in the plan, not the entire plan.  Monitoring of projects should also be included in the plan.  After the plan is turned in, the group may need to meet a couple of times each year to make modifications and to follow up on projects.

Mike Cuin announced that the local elk foundation is having a reception on January 27, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. at Fat Boys.  The working group is invited, and will be receiving formal invitations.

Conservation Strategy Planning/Agenda Approval – Michelle reviewed the agenda and goals of the meeting. The group approved the agenda. 

Public Comment Period – There were no public comments.

Conservation Plan Review/Work on Goals and Objectives - Tim reviewed the current draft of the plan, and discussed the plan format.  The group would still like a user-friendly plan, and will try to combine goals, objectives and outcomes where feasible.  

The group discussed the overall goal, sub-goals, objectives and action items.  The following ideas were brainstormed and listed on flip charts.  Tim will work with these, and other sub-goals, objectives and action items to put them in a more usable format for review at the next meeting. 

Goal:  To maintain or enhance sage grouse populations

Sub-goals: 


1)  Evaluate, estimate and monitor sage-grouse populations

2)  Maintain, enhance or restore habitat.  Mitigate for habitat loss – recognize that multiple factors impact habitat including: minerals, roads, sub-divisions  (may look into having key areas that cannot be developed)


a)  Identify and protect seasonal habitats – including winter, brood-rearing and nesting.  

b)  Reclamation – may have short-term and long-term goals




i) roads - species planted, location and timing




ii) well pads – species planted, location and timing

Action Items:

Within 12 months, reclaim 25% of the current years disturbance with seed beneficial to sage-grouse.  Reclaim 75% of the previous years disturbance within the following 12 months, so that 100% of the area is reclaimed within 24 months.

Make sure native seed mixtures contain forbs beneficial to sage grouse. (May be able to use mixtures developed by the Upper Green)

Work with others to develop a seed source, (collection and propagation) for native plants.  Long-term goal 7 or 8 years.

Lunch

Presentation - Larry Justesen presented information about some of the invasive plants in Carbon County, and discussed what the Carbon County Weed and Pest is doing to control these plants.  He distributed cards with information about many of the species: including leafy spurge, Canada thistle, Russian knapweed, diffuse knapweed, spotted knapweed, hoary cress, Dalmatian toadflax, hounds tongue, and yellow starthistle.   Weed and Pest is using multiple tools to try to control these plants.  They are working with a CRM group around Rock River.  They are trying to use biological control where possible and are using grazing.  The state weed and pest can cost share to help manage weeds that are on the noxious weed list.  Currently, leafy spurge is the number one priority.  They are trying to form a new group, and will notify the local sage-grouse group when this is done.  The group thanked Mr. Justesen for his time, and noted they will stay in contact with him to discuss how we could work together to benefit sage-grouse habitat, and prevent the spread of invasive plants. 

Presentation - Bob Lange and Mike Calton from the BLM and Kate Schoenecker and Cameron Aldridge from the USGS-BRD and Natural Resources Ecology Lab, CSU presented information on the Stratton Study Area.  The study priority is to determine how best to graze an area after a fire, but they would be willing to work with the LWG if they have questions to address.  Notes from the power point presentations are attached.  

Next Meeting/Assignments – The next meeting will be held January 19, 2006 at the BL M Office.  Tim will bring a draft template of some of the combined goals to the next meeting.

