South Central Sage-Grouse Working Group

November 10, 2005

Present:  Frank Blomquist, Jack Berger, Tom Clayson, Roger Cox, John Espy, Karen Larsen, Glen Leavengood, Bill Nation, Barbara Parsons, Randy Phipps, Tim Woolley, Michelle Zitek, Justin Williams

Absent:  Mike Cuin

Introductions/Lunch plans:  Introductions were made.  Charlene Abbot volunteered to be the permanent note taker, but was unable to attend this meeting.  She will begin taking notes at the Dec. 15 meeting.  Lunch arrangements were made prior to the meeting.

Minutes:  Michelle asked for any corrections or additions to the September minutes.  The group discussed the sentence about the private entities that had expressed concern about the aerator and tractor purchase, and it was decided to consider the use of private contractors if they are available.  There were no changes to the minutes.
Conservation Strategy Planning:  The group reviewed Appendix 10, the template for the conservation plan, the outline Tim put together for the group, and the Bighorn Basin Goals.  They discussed U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service requirements, and how they could know in advance if the plan would meet requirements.  It was suggested that the group request a review of the plan before it is finalized.  

Public comment period:  Justin Williams, Department of Agriculture, introduced himself and offered to do what he could to answer any questions the group may have, or to gather information for the group if needed.  He indicated he would attend future meetings when possible.

Review Letter to Legislators:  The group reviewed the draft letter to the legislators.  Randy Phipps will finalize the letter.  Glen will see that Randy gets a current list of legislators in the working group area.  Randy will send a final draft to the working group next week and plans to send the letter to legislators before Thanksgiving. 

The group also discussed the process used to decide which projects would be funded.  The group would like to have all the selection criteria beforehand.  They would like to be contacted if more information for a project is needed.  Randy also agreed to discuss the timeframe for project implementation with Tom, and to get back to the group.
Review big game objectives/Review wild horse AUMs/Review BLM energy data:  The group decided not to pursue focus areas at this time.  They reviewed Appendix 10 again and determined that the assessment portion of the plan is complete.  Tim will work on finalizing this for review at the next meeting.  The group discussed the plan and the level of detail that would be needed.  The plan for the Armagosa toad, which is used as the example in the planning guide, does not have specific objectives with specific timeframes for accomplishing the tasks.  The group wants to satisfy the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service criteria to prevent listing, but would like to keep the plan as fluid and flexible as possible.  During discussion of the plan format, the group discussed using what they already have done, or using a structure similar to the Big Horn Basin.  A suggestion was made to use what was done, and to develop the Recommended Management Practices that would be applicable in this area, but to encourage users to implement the other RMPs when they could.
Homework:  Michelle asked group members to review the Big Horn Basin Format looking specifically at farming (letter g) under the first heading, and to look at farming in the format it is currently in, and decide which they think would be best for this plan.  The group has already agreed to the goals in each section and some individuals stated they would like to keep the issues as identified by the statewide group, but the plan format can be changed if the group chooses to.   

Meeting logistics and closing items:  The next meeting was scheduled for December 15, at the BLM Office.  Larry Justesen, Carbon County Weed and Pest, and the BLM Stratton Fire presentation will be on the agenda, as well as a continued discussion on how the group will format the local working group plan. 

The group decided to keep the same schedule for 2006.  Meetings will generally be held the 3rd Thursday of every month.  Changes will be made to meeting times and dates if a large number of group members are unable to attend. 

