South Central Local Sage Grouse Working Group

November 4, 2004

Draft Meeting Summary

This was the second meeting of the South Central Local Sage Grouse Working Group. The majority of the meeting was devoted to presentations on sage grouse biology, range-wide and state-wide perspectives, and local populations. Other items for discussion included preliminary ideas for initial projects, ground rules, selection of chair, and future meeting topics.  Future meeting dates and a list of participants are included at the end of this summary. Action items are included throughout the summary. 

November 4, 2004 Meeting Agenda

1. Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Review, and Approval of September 15 Meeting Summary

2. Public Comment

3. Presentation on Sage Grouse Biology and a State-Wide Perspective of Sage Grouse in Wyoming 

4. Presentation on a Range-Wide Perspective/Assessment of the Greater Sage Grouse

5. Presentation on Sage Grouse Populations within South Central Wyoming

6. Preliminary Ideas for Initial Projects

7. Meeting Logistics 

8. Public Comment 

9. Meeting Evaluation 

10. Adjournment

1. Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Review, and Approval of September 15 Meeting Summary 

To open the meeting, South Central Local Sage Grouse Working Group (SCLSGWG) members introduced themselves and welcomed two new members− Karen Larsen, who is an at-large member, and Mike Cuin, representing conservation/sportsman interests. 

After introductions, Julie McKay, facilitator, reviewed the agenda. The group approved it and the September 15 meeting summary. In response to a request by a group member, Tom Christiansen distributed a map illustrating the eight Wyoming local working group boundaries compared to county boundaries. 

2. Public Comment

No public comments were made during the comment period. 

3. Presentation on Sage Grouse Biology and a State-Wide Perspective of Sage Grouse in Wyoming 

Tom Christiansen, Wyoming Game & Fish Department (WGFD), gave a presentation on sage grouse biology and a state-wide perspective of sage grouse in Wyoming. The presentation included sage grouse basic life history information, habitat selection, and statewide population trends. After the presentation, group members asked about factors impacting sage grouse populations, including predators (raccoons, eagles), old versus new growth, and controlled burns, and how male/female ratios are determined. The group also discussed the effectiveness of specific conservation measures such as spike application and hunting season closures. 

4. Presentation on a Range-Wide Perspective/Assessment of the Greater Sage Grouse

Dwight Bunnell, Western Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA), presented, “A range-wise perspective/assessment of the Greater Sage Grouse.” The presentation included an overview of the current status of regional, state, and local conservation planning efforts and possible USFWS listing. It also included an overview of the WAFWA Conservation Assessment of Greater Sage-grouse and Sagebrush Habitats, including insights from the assessment and management resources. After the presentation, group members noted the need to have accurate information (including GIS mapping) about the local area, particularly in relation to loss of habitat. The group also asked what kind of projects have received funding and what funding sources exist.  

5. Presentation on Sage Grouse Populations within South Central Wyoming

Tim Woolley, WGFD, gave a presentation on sage grouse populations within south central Wyoming. The presentation included an overview of lek status, survey work, and activity. It also included a map of area leks and addressed issues such as stipulations, harvest, and West Nile Virus. At the end of the presentation, the group discussed the need to share information, experiences, and examples of conservation activities that are already taking place locally. The group also noted that it would be helpful to have examples of things that are being done elsewhere. 

6. Preliminary Ideas for Initial Projects 

As agreed upon at the first meeting, working group members can propose projects to the working group for consideration. They may be new ideas or existing efforts that the working group could support or join. 

The working group identified several potential projects. They include: 

· SCLSGWG Informational Brochure (Tom Clayson will present a draft at the next meeting)

· Buck Draw Water Well (Mike Cuin will provide additional information at the next meeting)

· Stewart Creek Riparian Pasture (The group will further consider the idea at the next meeting, with additional information)

· USFWS/Conservation District Vegetation Treatment Opportunities (Glen Leavengood will provide the group will additional information, as available)

· Reclamation of forbes (Three other local working groups are developing an approach, Tom Christiansen will provide information about their efforts as they develop) 

The group agreed that they would track the status of each idea (as noted above), as some of them will be completed quickly and others will be ongoing. Group members can also continue to bring ideas to the group.

State Bird Proposal

In addition to their ideas, the group considered a proposal from the Bates Hole/Shirley Basin LSGWG to change the state bird from the Western Meadowlark to the Greater Sage Grouse. During its discussion, group members acknowledged that the change would bring recognition and awareness to the sage grouse. They also expressed concern about the process that would have to be followed to change the state bird and the potential for controversy. For this reasons, the group agreed to support a modified version of the proposal. The group will recommend that the Greater Sage Grouse be named as the official state game bird, instead of the state bird itself. 

Action Item:

· Karen Larsen will develop a letter from the South Central group to the Bates Hole/Shirley Basin group. She will distribute it to the group for a quick review and send it to Stacey Scott by November 19. 
7. Meeting Logistics

Agenda Items for Future Meetings 
As group members discussed ideas for initial projects, they also identified information needs, activities, and topics for future meetings. They include:

· Examples of projects from other groups/areas

· Develop group mission statement

· Deseret Videotape/presentation

· Funding sources

· South Central sage grouse GIS mapping

· Field trip to a lek  

· WNV impact on sage grouse

· Presentation and discussion with USFWS representative

· Habitat enhancement tools

For the November 30 meeting, the group agreed to invite Ken Dreise to present on the GIS based cumulative impacts project he has been working on with WGFD, BLM, and USFS. Tom Christiansen also recommended that Kelli Taylor, WGFD GIS technician, present on the local area. 

Action Item:

· Julie McKay and Karen Larsen will develop a draft agenda for the November 30 meeting and distribute it to the group for review. 

· Tim Woolley will ask Ken Dreise to attend the November 30 meeting.

· Tom Christiansen will ask Kelli Taylor to attend the November 30 meeting. 

Next Meeting

The working group confirmed its next meeting, which will be the final one of the year:

· Tuesday, November 30, 2004, 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

The groups identified the following date for its first meeting in 2005:

· Thursday, January 13, 2005 (time TBD)

The group will confirm the January 13 meeting at its meeting on November 30. Both meetings will be held at the Bureau of Land Management office, 1300 North Third, Rawlins, in the RFO large conference room. 

Public Comment

Public comment periods will continue to be included at the beginning and end of each meeting. The group agreed to not announce exact times for comment, in order to remain flexible. 

Selection of Chairperson 

Karen Larsen agreed to serve as chairperson of the group for the next year. 

Ground Rules 

Julie McKay reviewed the revised shared expectations/ground rules, which reflected the group’s discussion from its first meeting.  After reviewing the document, the group agreed to adopt it. Julie McKay will distribute the final version.  

8. Public Comment 

The following comments were received during the public comment period at the end of the meeting:

· Everyone here has a common interest in sage grouse recovery to avoid listing. Let’s do it as something for the whole state. It is important to note that sage grouse are not doing as well elsewhere as they are in Wyoming. Wyoming supports strong populations in two areas, Pinedale and Southeastern Crested Junction (which is this group’s area). It is very important that sage grouse maintain a stronghold in these areas. In the Red Desert, south of Interstate 80, oil and gas development has caused all leks to be destroyed or abandoned. The way that oil and gas development is being done now is not conducive to sage grouse populations. Do timing measures work? We need to be cautious about how full field development happens. There needs to be a 2-mile halo around sage grouse. I also challenge the oil and gas industry representatives here. You are part of the consensus group and can make recommendations about how oil and gas development is done to protect sage grouse. Can individual corporations have a development plan to protect sage grouse habitat? This approach would be easier and help prevent litigation. (Erick Molvar, Biodiversity Conservation Alliance) 

· As a group, you should establish a data base that tells us where we are now. This is the biggest thing this group could do. Then, you should educate stock growers and get information to the people on the ground, including the oil and gas companies. One web site could be used inexpensively to provide information. On the statewide level, you could develop guideline, e.g. look at forbes from overseas. This group could have recommendations on spike and guidelines, e.g. in this growing zone, do this…” The same approach could be used for water development. Overall, the goal should be to coordinate and educate. Securing funding will be the biggest thing down the road. It would be good if this group could find funding. For example, the group could organize tours to a viewing area and charge for them. (Gene Carrico, rancher) 

9. Meeting Evaluation 

At the end of the meeting, group members provided written feedback on what worked about the meeting and what could be done differently. Responses included:

· Good facilitator/facilitation (2 comments)

· More air in room

· Good information- outlines of subject would be helpful

· Good discussion

· Need to work toward shortening meeting time if at all possible!

· Good job facilitating in order to keep on schedule

· Working lunches are good sometimes, but time away may help also

· Need to plan next two meetings, not just one

· Have group lunch, to be more efficient

· Do not publish time for afternoon public session

· Everything else seemed okay (referring to the two previous comments)

· More group involvement from folks that are quiet

· Meeting went well

· Hear more input from industries 

· Information very informative

· Need ideas from WGFD on projects

· You are doing an excellent job

· Go around table and specifically ask individuals to contribute

· Great ideas from folks 

· If we have time watch the Deseret video as a group

10. Adjournment 

At the end of the meeting, Tom Christiansen announced that during the week of February 14, 2005, there will be a nationwide conference on local sage grouse working groups in Reno, Nevada. There will be funding available for one member of the SCLSGWG to attend, likely the chair.  
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