South Central Sage-Grouse Working Group

August 17, 2006

Present:  Frank Blomquist, Tom Clayson, Roger Cox, John Espy, Karen Larsen, Glen Leavengood, Bill Nation, Barbara Parsons, Randy Phipps, Tim Woolley, Michelle Zitek, Tom Christiansen

Absent:  Jack Berger, Mike Cuin

Approval of Notes:  Minutes from the August 4, 2006 meeting were approved without any changes.  

Other Announcements:  Tom Christiansen distributed Restoration Manuals for sagebrush communities.  He advised each group member to take a copy if they were interested.

Tom asked group members to let him know if they were interested in helping at the sage-grouse working group booth at the Wyoming Hunting and Fishing Heritage Expo in Casper Sept. 8-10.  The northeast group will be presenting their plan to the G&F Commission in Casper on Sept. 8.

Tom sent out two e-mails, one with a project proposal form, (for sage-grouse working group project funding) if the group is interested in using it.  He would encourage the group to use the form if they solicit projects from other organizations.  Tom needs bills for Bill Nation’s project and the Seminoe project by the end of September.  

The USGS, Cameron Aldridge, would like to give another presentation.  They will schedule a time on an upcoming agenda.

The group asked questions about the NE group’s presentation to the commission, and how the public meetings went.  The commission presentation is informative.  The public meetings went well.  The NE group is incorporating some comments.  The Casper group and Upper Green groups are almost done with their plans.  Not many of the other groups are to the point of discussing public meetings.  The public comment period would need to be at least 30 days.  Tim recommended meetings in Rawlins, Baggs and Saratoga.  

Public comments:  none

Where are we, and where are we going?  Tim handed out the Nevada plan and the group discussed adding a table that would show projects and how they are being addressed.  This would meet multiple goals and objectives.  The group reviewed the monitoring and adaptive management portions of the plan, and discussed what still needs to be accomplished.  

The group decided to use a table format in the conservation strategy.  They will keep the current goals and objectives, but they decided the table would be an easy way to track projects.

	Goal/action/objective met
	Project – short description of the project
	Status –

Is it ongoing? When will it start?
	Who – who is involved in the project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Tim agreed to put together a draft table with a few examples by August 25.  

Tim Woolley will work on goals 1&2.  

Goal 1: Improve the ability to evaluate, estimate, and monitor sage-grouse populations in the SCCA

Goal 2: Identify threats/opportunities to sage-grouse populations

Randy, Frank and Tom Clayson will work on goal 6.

Goal 6:  Develop mineral and energy resources in a manner compatible with maintenance and enhancement of sage-grouse populations and habitat.

Barb and Karen will work on goal 5.

Goal 5: Initiate education and information efforts for sage-grouse

Bill will work on goal 4.

Goal 4: Reduce the effects of predation on sage-grouse where applicable

John, Glenn and Roger will work on goal 3.

Goal 3: Improve habitat conditions for sage-grouse and associated wildlife in SCCA.

Each sub-committee agreed to bring their project in electronic form to the Sept. 21 meeting, which will be held in Saratoga at USDA Service Center.

The group decided to cancel the October meeting.  The November meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 16, at a location yet TBA.

The meeting was adjourned.

