South Central Sage-grouse Working Group

Rawlins BLM

May 24, 2006

Present: Frank Blomquist, Tom Clayson, Roger Cox, John Espy, Bill Nation, Barbara Parsons, Randy Phipps, Tim Wolley, Michelle Zitek, Justin Williams, Tanna George, Rhen Etzelmiller

1.  Introductions and preliminary items:

April notes were approved.  They will be posted on the G&F website. 

Justin Williams reported on a group that has been formed to discuss Best Management Practices for grazing.  The group consists of people from the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, Agriculture interests, and the BLM.  Justin offered to contact the appropriate personnel on this group to see if they would like to do a presentation for the sage-grouse working group.  Working group members decided they would like to hear from this group and time will be scheduled on a future agenda for this presentation.

2.   Public Comment:  None.

3.   Review Issues Maps – deferred to a future meeting.

4.   The group reviewed the January 13, 2005 summary of issues.  This lead to a discussion on what might be needed to complete this document for inclusion in the conservation plan.  Below is a list of changes made to this document.

	Issue
	Discussion Points
	Ideas – (Tasks)
	Conclusion

	Conflicting Wildlife and Wild Horse Management Goals 


	Wild horses affect sage grouse in isolated areas 

Weather is a related factor in, as horses disburse when it is wet and return when it is dry

Drought conditions cause wild horses to concentrate near areas of surface water

There are select areas with high lek counts and a strong presence of winter range elk (and vice versa) 

Maintain big game herds in the area at objective.

There are inherently going to be some conflicts between sage grouse and other species management─ it is not possible to eliminate all conflicts 

Habitat management goals for big game may conflict with those for sage grouse 
	· We need to identify the specific areas where wild horses impact sage grouse in these places 

· In some areas, where water is a limiting factor, we may need to focus on concentrated water sources that attract horses are having an adverse effect

· Some projects of this nature already exist, we need to identify those and then determine where the gaps exist and focus here 

· We need to support the BLM to address the number of wild horses in the area.

· Identify herd unit populations and maintain them at objective
	This is an important issue in select areas where both wild horses and leks exist.

Many efforts to address wild horses already exist. It is important to identify and support those efforts and to identify areas where additional activities are needed for sage grouse.


4.  Review Conservation Strategy Outline starting with Energy Development portion draft provided by Randy.  

Randy explained that most of the items in minerals are already mandated.  This limits the number of action items needed.  

Changes are reflected in the conservation strategy.

Frank agreed to look at the BMPs to make sure pertinent topics have been addressed.

5.  The group made plans to meet June 22, after Michelle checked her schedule.  The meeting was then moved to June 29th in Saratoga.

Meeting adjourned.

