SOUTH CENTRAL SAGE GROUSE WORKING GROUP

MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 29, 2006


Meeting was called to order at 8:35.  Present were group members:  Michelle Zitek, Jack Berger, Tom Clayson, Roger Cox, Glen Leavengood, Randy Phipps, Tim Woolley, and Rhen Etzelmiller (attending on behalf of BLM for Frank Blomquist).  Public participants present were:  Justin Williams-WDA, and Jean Runner-SER C.D. 

MINUTES:  Michelle distributed the May 24th Minutes.  She asked for additions or corrections. There were no additions or corrections and the Minutes were approved.

INTRODUCTIONS:  Michelle introduced Rhen to the group.  He is joining the group as a BLM representative in conjunction with Frank Blomquist.  

LANDOWNER REQUEST:  Tim reported Frank Maurer requested a letter from the group stating his land (north of Creston Junction) is suitable habitat for sage grouse.  He requested the letter for future use in the sale of his property and also inquired about funding from the group for habitat improvement in the lek areas on his property.  Tim suggested he contact Greg Hiatt. There was discussion the request does not fit into the parameters of the group’s mission and scope of services. There was consensus not to provide him with a letter.  Tim will draft letter stating such and suggest he contact Greg Hiatt.  Randy will sign the letter as Chairman on behalf the group. 

LIVESTOCK GRAZING PRACTICES PROPOSAL FOR LOCAL SAGE GROUSE WORKING GROUPS:  Michelle referred to Tom Christiansen’s email regarding the BLM National Science and Technology Center in Denver, and Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. These groups have completed a literature review of studies on livestock grazing and sage-grouse habitat.  A synthesis will be available to local working groups.  The synthesis includes a science based list of BMP’s.  Justin said the WDA is seeking input from all local working groups regarding grazing.  The WDA wants the working groups to be the driving force in this area. Members discussed they would like to review the synthesis and also have them (BLM/Western Assoc. of Fish & Wildlife Agencies) attend the August meeting.

TIMETABLE FOR FINISHING THE PLAN:   There was discussion on Plan progress and scheduling the August meetings.  It was decided to check the progress after today’s meeting and that would determine future meeting dates. 

PLAN REVIEW: The group discussed the “Factors Affecting Sage-grouse Populations (threat/opportunity analysis section). The format was discussed i.e. table or narrative.  There was consensus to use the narrative format and place the table in the appendix as a supporting document.  The group reviewed the paper, section by section, and came to consensus on corrections, additions, changes and deletions.  Tim will complete the revisions and present the document at the next meeting. He asked that any changes after today’s meeting be emailed to him at least one week before the next meeting.

There was consensus that discussion at the next meeting would only involve the changes submitted to Tim.  

The next meetings will be August 4th and 17th in Saratoga at the SER C.D. office. 

