NE Wyoming Sage Grouse Conservation Team Meeting Notes

Wright Branch Library

305 Wright Blvd.

Wright, WY 

Sept. 27, 2004 

Members Present:  Tracy Pinter, Tom Bills, Tim Byer, Robert Brug, Tom Maechtle, Don Spellman, Olin Oedekoven, Mickey Steward, Wanda Burget, Bob Harshbarger.

Public Comment:

Paul Stewart, landowner in Wright area discussed increased problems with predators and stated that blame was misplaced on industry.  He is concerned that a lack of predator control has negatively influenced sage-grouse numbers.

Group discussion on control of predators, who presently has programs (e.g., counties), waste control where it attracts predators, need for understanding of target species response to control, will it increase litter sizes?  Reduction of perch potential for raptors, examples, power-lines need perch guards in grouse habitat.

Objectives would include, control of predators, especially non-native (e.g., red fox), public education, perch guards.

PRECORP presentation by Rick Brown

PRECORP is a member owned corporation working in the area for 50 years, with its main office in Sundance, WY.  Primary power consumption is coalmines and more recently CBNG, along with rural customers.  PRECORP projects rapid increased growth with numerous power line extensions in the Powder River Basin.

Sage-grouse conservation strategy did not exist until BLM required conditions in permitting requests.  This includes perch guards on larger H type power lines and avoidance of leks where possible.

Discussed problems of routing power underground.  Main distribution lines cost an estimated 55k above ground and 256k underground per mile.  There are numerous issues with underground lines, including terrain, fault lines, harmonies, non-linear loads and adjusting voltage.  Longevity of underground lines may be more limited.

Costs for major lines to be placed underground are prohibitive and technology limited.  Discussed removal of lines after gas fields are abandoned, some will remain to service ranches, and others will be recycled.

Group discussion included, costs of perch guards (about $25 each), need for long range planning coordinated with sage-grouse habitat and known breeding areas, creation of larger contiguous gas leases to aid in infrastructure planning and reduction of piece meal operations.  Need for utilities to participate in research to determine the effects of power lines on sage grouse.  Discussed grants available from unclaimed capital credits.

PREON presentation by Doug Baltzer 

PREON provides Power POD micro turbine stations that are run by bi-fuel generators using diesel and natural gas.  One 600kw Power POD can provide power to 25-40 wells depending on horsepower of pumps.  The stations do not require overhead power lines; all gas field power lines are placed underground.  Conventional costs estimated at 7-8 cents per kwh vs. 4 cents per kwh provided by the Power PODs.  The stations have a small footprint—est. 8X20 feet, are mobile and can be used again after gas field is drained.  The system has 100% redundancy.  

The group was shown how the system was being used at a computer center in Illinois.

Group discussion followed on why operators were not using this alternative, PREON plans to supply system to a Sheridan area CBNG field and we are invited to tour this coming spring.

Group discussion followed the presentation on seed mixture produced by Mickey Steward, State Land Board letter (ongoing edits by group), ADMB grant (Olin has prepared grant request for raptor/prey interaction review).

