NE Wyoming Sage-Grouse Conservation Team Meeting (6th)

Powder River Coal Company



Gillette, WY

August 31, 2004

9:00

Members Present:  Tracy Pinter, Tom Bills, Tim Byer, Robert Brug, Helen Jones, Tom Maechtle, Don Spellman, Olin Oedekoven, Mickey Steward, Tom Doll, Bob Krumm, Wanda Burget.

9:00 Public Comments-No public comments were received.

Round table discussion on Working Group’s involvement/perspective on writing a plan.  Olin volunteered to write statements from the group in a structured format.  Please forward bulleted comments to Olin.  

Round Table Discussion on personal beliefs for decline in sage grouse population.

Olin=ideas for guidance to come up with a Conservation Plan.  Brainstorm comments/objectives and forward to Olin by September 17th.

Assignment reports:  

Robert Brug=Seeder/aerator seems to be effective piece of equipment.  Tom Doll concurs as is currently using same piece of equipment on coal bed methane reclamation grounds (minus seeder).

Tom Bills-submitted proposal for BLM monies to purchase aerator/seeder.

Wanda-seed report-cost per acre that looks at combined average seed mix (211.00); this does not include ground prep (which would take cost to 404.00 p/acre).  Discussion of various seed mixtures.

Mickey-“Boiling down” of basic seeds that would work in most places:

Life Form

Species


pls

Grass

Western Wheat grass
3

Gras

Slender Wheatgrass

2

Grass

Bluegrama


2

Grass

Buffalo grass (clay)

1

Grass

Prairie Sand reed (sand)
1

Forb

Dandelion


.5

Forb

Dry-land Alfalfa/YFA
.5

Forb

Yellow Sweet Clover

.5

Forb

Sunflower


.5

Forb

Coneflower/Purple prairie



Clover (sand)


.5

Shrub

Winterfat/fringed sage
1

Shrub

4 wing



1

Shrub

Sagebrush (limited)

.5

State land issues:  Discussion of reclamation of state lands.  Topsoil vs. no topsoil.  Tim to draft letter for Governor to implement statewide sage grouse conservation plan on state lands.   

ADMB Money $20,000 available-If anyone has suggested projects, please get into Helen as soon as possible; deadline by December 15th.   Possible sage-grouse aerial survey?  Discussion of different components of aerial survey=predator’s/raptors.  May be able to get another entity to throw in money?  

Relationship between raptor population/sage-grouse/prey project:  Data is best in Campbell county because of the coal mine’s existing information.  The money would be used to hire/contract individual to put all this information together.

Discussion on raptor/sage-grouse/alternate prey data and what to do with info/results once compiled.    Discussion on track plate information and tie in with rural expansion.  Suggested that Don, Robert and Helen’s land be track plate data study area.   

Tom will do raptor and track plate proposals with Don, Helen and Robert’s land.

Will work to propose two or three proposals to the ADMB.  Helen, Don, Bob and Tom M. to get together.  

Cover letter and brochure to be sent to Conservation District.

Tom-Discussion on water ramp escape brochure handout.  

Next (7th) meeting:  September 27th, Wright Library, 9:30

Tom Doll to contact PRECorp to discuss power line issues in morning and Prion for afternoon discussion.  

8th Meeting:  November 2nd-Douglas, Converse County Courthouse, 9:30

Invite:  Thunder Basin Eco-System Eco Group.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela Belus

