PRB Sage Grouse Conservation Team Meeting (5th meeting)

Bureau of Land Management Office

1425 Fort Street

Buffalo, Wyoming

8/25/04 9:00 am

Members Present:  Tracy Pinter, Tom Bills, Tim Byer, Robert Brug, Helen Jones, Tom Maechtle, Don Spellman, Olin Oedekoven, Mickey Steward, Bob Krumm, Wanda Burget.

Public Comments:  No public comments were received.  Verbal comments from public are to be written and distributed either via email or passed out at meeting.  

State has decided to accelerate the process for working groups.  Instead of a three year phase in, whole state is to be covered within the next month.  Instead of 11 groups, there will be 8.  Impact to this group is to bring in Cheyenne River Basin for area of responsibility.  An additional person has been named to join the group.  Bob Harshbarger, Sr. (sp)  Group had positive response to this addition and concensus was to add Mr. Harshbarger to the PRB Team.

A motion was made for a letter welcoming the Conservation District to the group.  Tom  will write the letter.  

Overview of Casper projects.  

Handouts:  Sagebrush of Colorado; WGFD Sage Grouse Completion Report for Sheridan Region.  Western Governor’s NRCS.  Rough Draft of Water Escape Ramps for Wildlife.

Animal Damage Management Board:  $20,000 or portion thereof for a Sage-Grouse project;  Application with criteria can be 1-2- or 3 year project.  Please write up project proposal for ADMB.  Mickey suggested predator mapping overlay project.  Discussion on several different projects that could be written.  

Review June 22 meeting minutes.  Changes made to the listing date to 12-29-2004.  Get changes from Tom or Warren.

Dr. Pat Deibert Presentation, US Fish and Wildlife; Presentation and Discussion.  Presentation Handout-Analysis steps used for Classifying Threatened and Endangered species.  

Side discussion during Pat’s computer lock up-Prairie Dog listing and private lands/mineral development.

Bert Jellison-Executive Sumary/Habitat Improvement-Discussion of habitat improvements, different ways of  accomplishing forage improvement.  Discussion on meeting minute handout: Sage Grouse Restoration Pilot Project in the Lake DeSmet Conservation  District (Northern Johnson County.  Promote preparing a document for the best grazing management practices.    Group needs to make input into document.  Deadline for application October 1?

Concensus to support the concept of the Sage Grouse Restoration Pilot Project.  Further discussion with the Conservation Districts.    Funding to be discussed with the Conservation Districts.

NRCS is also looking at what they can do to help with Sage Grouse program, looking at hiring dual funded positions; hopeful of having 8 positions total.  

Seed mix:  Tom is looking over seed mixtures and needs to sit down with experts to recommend best mixture.  

Discussion on Water Escape Ramps:   Handout on ramps.  Concrete one for CBM cemented rock ramp seems to be good.  Wire ramp:  Don has not lost animal in wire ramp.  Tom would like comments sent as soon as possible for inclusion in the Expo. Discussion on which devices are the best and which ranchers are likely to do.  Possible funding from BLM/Barrett for walk- outs.  Identify website, material needs to be specified (metal may corrode with scoria water); 

Discussion on accelerated plan:  State involvement on state land and wildlife protections.  Letter to state land board stating the State land board needs to make sure reclamation of state land after CBM drilling are appropriate for leks.  Discuss what issues are.

Informational Handout:  Statement of Policy regarding Sage-Grouse management definitions and use of protective stipulations, and conditions of approval.  

Next meeting:  August 31, 9:00 Gillette at Powder River Coal Company.

Respectfully submitted:

Pamela Belus

