NE Wyoming Sage-Grouse Working Group 

Douglas, Wyoming

Forest Service Building

July 20, 2005

9:30AM

Attendees:  Current LWG Members   Members Absent:  Mickey Steward, Tom Bills, Dan Thiele, Helen Jones, Wanda Burget, Bob Krumm

Warren Mischke, Tom Christiansen, Pamela Belus
Public Comment:  Chuck Sisco-Enviromental Resources Institute-Concerns about Project Proposal #1 (see below) recommendation for banding birds; seeds-exotic grasses?; 

Guests:  Kandy Krejci-Sheridan College-Student-Presentation and Handout ”GIS Project to Identify Key Grouse Habitats on Private Surface & Mineral Ownership”.   Project is to identify important sage grouse breeding and nesting habitats located on private surface and private mineral ownership in an area within the NE Wyoming Sage-Grouse Local Working Group area.  Sites include deeded land as well as state school lands.  Current regulations offer no protections to key sage grouse habitats on these lands.

Tom M. -Inquired what continuation of the project Candy would like to do as well as possible ground truthing.  She currently has three months into project.  Candy would like to continue on with data collection as well as be involved with the ground truthing of the LEKs.  

Tom Doll-August 23th and 24th (8-11:30 Public Lands Committee portion) -Petroleum Association of Wyoming Annual Meeting at Parkway Plaza.  This meeting conflicts with the Sage Grouse Forum on the same date.  Tom will be attending and would like to be the representive for the Northeast Local Working Group on the panel review as well as industry member (since he will be there anyway).  The group agreed.

Review Meeting Minutes from June 16, 2005 in Buffalo-Format of minutes: Need to be generalized comments with outcome of discussions.  Minutes were approved.  Formal copy will be forwarded to Tom C.

Agenda:  Prioritization of Projects

Tom C.  Went over proposal review process.  Background on what other groups is fielding.    Thirty-nine projects have been requested $898,000 with  $425,000 available.  Twenty-one projects range from on the ground habitat projects; Fourteen monitoring projects as well as (1-raptor/eagle grouse relationship; 1-state wide equipment; 1-easement proposal.  Rankings will be given to the statewide group.  If there is a project that group does not agree with, project will not go through.  Ranking is important.  Group would like to see if money could be cost shared with NRCS.  Ranking criteria/evaluation form has been forwarded to the group.  Robert Brug inquired about grant money being available. (NRCS or Lake DeSmet proposals.  USDA also has been involved substantially)  There are opportunities to approach the standard foundations.  Time frame only one year with different deadlines. 

Projects include ranch projects; water/spring protection projects; insect projects (insect abundance-ground truth-predictive insect model); Powder River Basin-noise research/GIS compilation of data layers of ALL issues (Upper Green); Big Horn Basin-Spring protection; inventory projects; study to look at effects and effectiveness of past treatments; raptor predation; easement; habitat enhancements; rehabilitation of sage brush on bentonite mines; Wind River-habitat; South Central-BLM range con water projects Insect study).  Winter Range closure study. Weed project; monitoring

Review of projects will be done by the Statewide Sage Grouse Panel:  Dave Fraley-Wyoming Assoc. of Conservation Districts; Jim Schwartz-Wyoming Dept of Ag, Deputy Director; Tom Rinkes-BLM State Office; Paul Obert-NRCS State Office; John Emmerich-WGFD Assistant Chief Wildlife Division; Gary Butler-WGFD Habitat Branch Supervisor; Tom Christiansen-WGFD Sage Grouse Coordinator.  Group will be meeting August 22nd and hopeful project selection results available at the 23-24 Forum in Riverton.

LWG will review individual projects with final discussion and consensus on each proposal with members currently present at this meeting.  

Lunch Break-

Four proposals as follows:  

Project Proposal #1

A Community Based approach to applying innovative technologies for monitoring and restoring sagebrush habitat in northern Johns County, Wyoming.

Group Discussion on project.  Group feels this project will have the most impact on the sage grouse populations.  Questions regarding Dr. Roath’s involvement and cost of involvement.  Request Bert Jellison check math on his budget; appears to be off $10K.  Encourage Bert to delete  under Project Monitoring Plan, sentence starting with “confounding factors” and drop second year info from budget.  Group reached consensus project should be given Priority #1 with these suggestions.

Project Proposal #2

Sage Grouse and Energy Development; Conservation Planning Tools for Northeast Wyoming.  

Group discussion on project.  Group reached consensus that project should be given Priority #2 with no suggested changes for full dollar amount requested.  Group feels this project compliments Project #1.

Project Proposal #3

Evaluation of the predation efficacy of fish on mosquitoes in coal bed methane impoundments in the Powder River Basin, Wyoming.  (Area Spotted Horse region in the Powder River Basin in northeast Wyoming.)  Introduction of Killifish and Fathead minnows to determine the potential to reduce immature vector populations of WNv in field studies in the Powder River Basin, NE Wyoming.  Total cost of project $22,300.    Group consensus to Prioritize project as Priority #3 with the recommendation that the lab studies only be funded.  This gives Dr. Johnson time to seek funding from other sources: Industry; WNV; State Mosquito control.  Tom M. will contact Dr. Johnson to see dollar amount needed for lab study.  Will also contact other sources for funding.

Project Proposal #4

John Deere CX20 Rotary Cutter Purchase (WGFD Habitat and Access Branch).  Mower will be used to implement projects submitted for improving sage grouse habitat on public and private land.  WGFD Habitat and Access Branch will operate the mower in conjunction with a large farm tractor.  Projects will be prioritized for completion by a joint effort between the H&A Branch, other WGFD personnel and the local sage grouse working groups.  Project will be able to be completed on public and private land.  Cost=$22,148.91.   Group consensus on approving project at lowest priority-Priority #4.  

Robert Harshbarger:  Observational sage grouse update and maps he is using for marking observations outside of LEK usage.

Next Meeting; September 14-Wright Public Library

October meeting scheduled for October 25, 2005-Gillette (place TBA)

