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Northeast Wyoming Sage Grouse Working Group

Bozeman Trail Steakhouse and Conference Center

655 East Hart St., Buffalo

April 19, 2006

Meeting began at 9:30 AM

Members Present: Tom Maechtle, Dan Thiele, Robert Brug, Tom Bills, Tom Maechtle, Bob Krumm, Don Spellman. Facilitator and Note Taker-Warren Mischke 

Guests: Eric Jansen and Dave Huber representing Greystone. Justin Williams representing Wyoming Dept of Ag. 

Guests were given an opportunity to comment.  There was no public comment 

Discussion was held about the Connelly Sage Grouse Management Guidelines.  The group agreed that the guidelines should be used but they should keep reality in mind.  Best Management Practices were discussed including seasonal guidelines, road building maintenance and usage, power line construction and maintenance. Economics is a major concern for some interests.  Northeast Wyoming is more of a sagebrush-grassland community and less of a sagebrush community with less contiguous habitat than much of Wyoming.  We are unique and different from elsewhere in Wyoming.

The Agriculture White Paper was discussed during a working lunch.  A draft will be available prior to the May meeting.

The group discussed sage grouse habitats and causes of young bird mortality.  Male sage-grouse are strutting by mid-March and hens nest in April.  In late spring, eggs hatch with chicks feeding on ants, grasshoppers, and forbs.  Seasonal guidelines are very important.  The wordage should be simple and clear. 

Discussion was held about lek/male density maps to facilitate prioritizing project areas.  Questions where were raised about whether or not to put project emphasis in areas of high lek/male densities or focus on areas with greater impacts or fewer grouse.  A draft identifying areas for project implementation will be prepared for the May meeting.    

Timeline goals for the group include a final internal review by June 7 with public review in July. 

3:30 Adjournment

