Powder River Basin Local Working Group Meeting

March 17 & 18

Campbell County Library, Gillette Wyoming

March 4, 2004  

Present:  John Emmerich, Chris Burkett, Tom Christiansen, Robert Brug, Olin Oedekoven, Tim Byer, Tom Bills, Tracy Pinter, Helen Jones, Don Spellman, Wanda Burget, Tom Doll, Bob Krumm, Tom Maechtle, Mickey Steward, and Warren Mischke

John Emmerich, WGFD Wildlife Assistant Division Chief welcomed the working group members.  John read letters of support from the Department of Agriculture, Petroleum Association and the Wyoming Wildlife Federation.  John indicated that the governor is supportive of this effort and of the collaborative approach being undertaken by this group.

Warren Mischke introduced himself and discussed his role as the facilitator for the group.  He said his role is to help the group be successful, that is to help the group meet the goals they establish. 

Tom Christiansen introduced himself and discussed his role.  He is the statewide sage-grouse coordinator, and is not a member of the group but will be available to provide technical expertise as needed. 

Participants introduced themselves and shared why they had decided to participate on the local working group. The group agreed to Tracy Pinter replacing Mike Collins as the NRCS representative.

The group reviewed the agenda.  

Tom Christiansen gave an overview of group purpose, charter, authority and individual roles.  Copies of the charter were distributed for discussion later in the meeting.

Warren Mischke led a discussion of draft ground rules.  Changes were made and incorporated for review on day 2. 

Chris Burkett led a group training exercise.

The group reviewed the charter and made changes.  The changes were reviewed on day 2.

March 5, 2004

Present: Tom Christiansen, Robert Brug, Olin Oedekoven, Tim Byer, Tom Bills, Helen Jones, Don Spellman, Wanda Burget, Tom Doll, Bob Krumm, Tom Maechtle, Mickey Steward and Warren Mischke

The group reviewed day 1 and the remaining agenda.  

Tom Christiansen provided information on travel reimbursement for participants and passed out travel forms.

Tom Christiansen presented information on sage grouse biology and management, information on statewide population trends, and sage-grouse issues.  Opportunities were provided throughout the presentations for questions.

The group reviewed the changes that were made to the charter and ground rules.  These changes will be taken to the local working groups in Casper and Pinedale for their review, to ensure consistency among the groups.  

Tom Christiansen gave an overview of the process from day 1 until the end of the group’s work  

Tom Maechtle was selected to act as the chairperson.

The group brain-stormed topics for future meetings.  Potential topics were listed on the board. Topics listed for future meetings were:  Sage Grouse Population Trends and Maps of the Powder River Basin (Oedekoven), Conservation Assessment (Dwight), Environmental Species Act (Diebert), Summary of the State Plan (Budd), Sage Grouse Foods (Postevit), Local Research (Walker), Habitat Presentation (Jellison), Shared Knowledge by Participants, and Field Trips.  The Game and Fish Department agreed to take notes at meetings – Back up note takers may be needed. 

The group decided that meeting two would be held on April 19 in Gillette. Members who wish to will meet Olin Oedekoven at the Campbell County Library at 5:30 A.M. and travel a sage grouse lek . The meeting will begin at 9:00 and last until 4:00 P.M. Meeting room to be announced. Olin Oedekoven will present Sage Grouse Population Trends and Maps of the Powder River Basin and Bob Budd will be asked to speak on the state plan. Meeting three will be held May 18 in Leiter and begin at 9:00 A.M. 

Meeting #1was evaluated using a +/delta chart.  Participants indicated what they thought went well, and what they thought could have been improved.  

Items listed that participants thought went well included:  the group training, open dialogue, the 2-day format, habitat discussion with practical application, the ability to exchange views and information, good participant selection, lunch and breakfast conversation, everyone cares, and cooperation and depth of insight by group. 

Items participants thought could have been improved: the group would like to have hard copies of presentations, a meeting place with more physical space to move around, and to hear more about major elements of state plan.

Public comments were taken. Mark Winland offered his advice and services as a member of the Statewide Group. BLM Buffalo FO Asst. Mgr. Jim Sparks, spoke of his familiarity with similar planning efforts in Idaho and his hope that the PRB group address the issue of cheat grass.

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Warren Mischke

