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Northeast Wyoming Sage Grouse Working Group

MEETING MINUTES

February 26, 2006

Powder River Coal Company  -- Gillette, Wyoming

Guests:  Dusty and Jacelyn Downy, Audubon Society; Heather O’Brien, GCC WGF

Group Member Attendees:  Dan Thiele, Wanda Burget, Robert Brug, Tom Bills, Tom Maechtle, Warren Mischke, Mickey Steward

Note Taker:  Warren Mischke


Note Preparer:  Mickey Steward

Meeting began at 9:30 AM- No public comments 

Melissa Dougerty and Greg Johnson, Montana State University, are involved in a Study of Fathead Minnows and Killifish.  Bob Berry, Sheridan Rancher, indicated a willingness to help fund this project.  

The proposed position for a WGF extension biologist position for Northeast Wyoming must be supported by our group with a letter.  Tom Maechtle will send out this letter ASAP. 

Future Wyoming West Nile Virus research is questionable.  Tom M. will contact Mr. Schmidtman to inquire about the research.

The group discussed the Lawson Aerator blades needing to be replaced after 3,000 acres of treatment.  The blades cost $12,000 for a set – Robert Brug will check into replacement.  Cheaper replacements may be possible.

Dan Thiele will check on possible WGF Commissioners licenses to help fund the Lawson blades.

Discussion was held about invasive plants such as cheat grass, salt cedar and knapweed.

Dan Thiele gave a summary of Sheridan College Sage Grouse Research meeting.  Six members of the NEW group attended.

Dan received possible changes to the draft plan, and the remainder of the meeting was spent on the draft.

Wanda gave us an EXCELLENT lunch.  Thanks again Powder River Coal!!

