NE Wyoming Sage-Grouse Conservation Team Meeting (10th)

Williams Production Conference Room

300 North Works Ave

Gillette, WY 82712

December 17, 2004

9:30am

Guests:  Dustin Bleizeffer-Casper Star Tribune; Kathy Brown-The Gillette News Record

Aaron Waller, Buffalo NRCS;  Senator Michael VonFlatern and County Commissioner Marilyn Mackey.

All members present with exception of Don Spellman and Helen Jones.  Welcome Dan Thiele; WGFD Biologist to replace Olin Oedekoven

9:45 Public Comment Period-No public comments received.  No Legislators present due to prior commitments.

Tom Christianson handed out a Supplemental Budget Request to provide for local Sage Grouse Working Group Conservation Planning and Project Implementation.  85% of $500,000 going into projects the rest going into logistical needs.

Mickey concerned that recommended seed mixture cost per acre unrealistic for the landowners to be interested in signups.  Suggested to talk to Ed Burton for disbursement of funds to projects.  

Bert Jellison:  Handout:  Sage Grouse Restoration Pilot Project in the Lake DeSmet Conservation District (Northern Johnson County).  Presented information on the project and funding.  All GF Biologist got together to set strategy to get funding and hoping to funnel money through the districts of which they are agreeable.  Best management practices.  Initial strategy.  Price of aerator and seeder price (around $42,000).  Lawson aerator is working well in Utah (Deseret).  Would like a two-year rest on the lands being seeded.  Also need to have flexibility on grazing.  These pilot projects need to be designed with the maximum best-case scenario successes.  Concerns if industry may be able to use aerator if out of district-Bert will check into this.  Concerns about monitoring system of the project discussed.  Need a baseline for data as well.  Tom Doll to discuss with industry for participation in project.  Discussion on different industries that might be interested in participation.  Consensus from group to the concept of the pilot project proposal with the addition of monitoring.  Bert will be checking on different prices for like equipment.  

Introduction of Senator Mike VonFlatern and Commissioner Marilyn Mackey.  Brief description of the above pilot project was explained to Senator VonFlatern and Commissioner Haynes.  Also a brief synopsis on Working Groups direction and charge. 

Aaron Waller-Northeastern Wyoming RC&D Area Coordinator-Buffalo NRCS-Discussion on potential partnerships.  Conservation Development opportunities- set local priorities and help get them done.  Discussion on how RC&D’s are set up with local working groups.  Sponsor’s (ie., Campbell County Conservation District) approve Aaron’ project assistance.  Group needs to request a specific task and assistance after Aaron’s presence at a couple of group meetings.

Tom M. update on the Fifty Mile Flat field visit with BLM, NRCS leadership meeting held in Casper December 13 and 14th.  Discussed state leases that have been run well and those that support good sage grouse populations.  Need to think about as a group how we can encourage (letter, plaque etc) operators that are good stewards of the state leases and approach on how we can do an even better job.  Product could be a part of the conservation plan.  Consensus to have Tom M. draft a letter to recognize good stewards of state lessee’s.  

Discussion on FWS initial listing announcement- December 29, 2004 will be the official notification of the status of listing Sage-grouse.  December 5, 2004 notice from the biologist decision not to list.    Need to get notice out to constituents that this is merely a reprieve and not a chance to step back from progress on plan and progress.  

Concern about whether G&F has some sort of program in place to be able to test for WNV in the pheasant-rearing program. 

Mickey-Seed mixture brochure –Further discussion on acceptable seed mixtures for Successful Seeding for Sage Grouse in Northeastern Wyoming.   Discussion on possible funding sources for landowners to obtain the recommended seed mixture ($143.00 per acre).  Consensus reached, with group’s changes to proceed with brochure for printing.

Tom M. encouraged the group to study the plan frequently and pull out areas of expertise.

January 19th meeting at the Gillette Campus College @ 9:30 am.

February 9th meeting Buffalo, Colonel Bozeman’s or Public Library @ 9:30am.

