NE Wyoming Sage-Grouse Conservation Team Meeting (9th)

Gillette, Wyoming

Powder River Coal Company

1013 East Boxelder

November 22, 2004

9:30AM

Guests:  Sarah Bucklin-Comiskey-Shirley Basin/Bates Hole Local Sage Grouse Working Group;  Guyman Easdale-Wildlife Biologist/ Buffalo; Kathy Brown-The Gillette News Record

All members present with exception of Robert Harshbarger.

9:45 Public Comment Period-No public comments received.  

Please turn in all expense receipts to Tom C. as soon as possible.

Reno Meeting:  One representative from group to attend Reno Sage Grouse Symposium first week of February.  Invitation to be extended to current working group Chairman (Tom Maechtle).  Tom Christiansen to get more details and forward to group. 

Tom Doll:  DOI Memo on Sage-grouse Management and Discussion.    The IM is a good document and feels it is specific to the concerned issues.  Some areas need to be site-by-site and not a general overview.  Soil types are different and cannot make general statements.  

Mickey Steward:  Seed mix brochure.  Two issues to discuss:  Cost of seed mix:  Cost is $200.41 PLS current bid from Wind River Seed.  Most expensive seed is 1) Scarlet Globe Mallow, 2) American Vetch, 3)Green Needle-grass 4) Needle and Thread, respectively.  Would like to change the Needle and Thread to Slender Wheat grass.  Also feels that Scarlet Globe Mallow is not palatable to animals and would like to drop from the recommended list of grasses and would like to replace with flax.  Add Echinacea into forbs list.  Wording change on acceptance of BLM/ USDA Forest Service meeting requirements for acceptable seed mixtures.    Add in write up under #1.  Mowing may be a better option than surface disturbance of site preparation for reseeding.   Long-term results of mowing are more acceptable in that seeds are more likely to germinate.  Basic wording suggestions made to be incorporated into the brochure.   Information in brochure should be included in the conservation plan with measurable goals and objectives in all aspects (ag, industry, conservation).  Would like to see information available in more media than web site access.  Need success stories via VHS, local newspapers etc.

Final comments on Animal Damage Board Proposals for Raptors and Lagomorphs (Rabbits).   Consensus was approved for concept of draft proposal.  If there are “language” issues, please get them to Olin by Monday, November 30, 2004.    Also, Olin contacted UW for a broader study of mammal predator populations in our area for sage grouse.  We do not have enough info for a good concept proposal.   Steve Buskirk may be a contact as initial contact is ill and may not get a response back soon.    Tom M. talked with Martin Grenier on how to go about getting baseline info, what happens in changing environment, etc.; this could turn into a masters degree program.  Would like to make sure we approach this idea carefully as interactions are mainly with small predators (non game). 

Helen Jones- Met with Jim Schwartz of Dept. of Ag about how to develop a program on cost sharing for seeding.  Meeting was positive and funding is subject to legislation.   Freudenthal is in favor of doing as much as possible for sage grouse conservation.  Suggested to have local representatives come to local working group meeting.  Tom M. and Mickey will draft an invitation letter for representative attendance at the groups December meeting for the NE Group as well as identify what kind of specific funding (seed mix and seeder/trailer) the group would like to pursue.  Discussion on what (and how) the group will pursue, request and appropriate funding.  

Tom M. - Opportunities with BLM National Sage Grouse Habitat Conservation Strategy-Critical component is reconstruction of habitat on the TTT Ranch (right through the middle of 33 mile road).  Will be a good testing ground (turn from current crested wheat grass to sagebrush) as it has already been converted.  Does not need to be enhanced, as it already is 100% crested wheat grass.  BLM (as well as other funding agencies) may be positive for testing with this area.  This area has multi-agency/multi use involvement.  Concern expressed for lessee’s interest in “fencing off” a testing area as this might infringe on their grazing opportunity in this time of drought.  Discussion on approaching the lessee regarding this testing area.    Discussion on possible ways to establish this particular testing area.   Discussion on possibility for Thunder Basin National Grassland testing area as well.  

Sarah-Bucklin Cominsky-Casper-Shirley Basin Working Group is lobbying the legislature to pursue the Sage grouse as the state bird as 1) Wyoming has the highest population of sage grouse 2) 80% of Wyoming has the habitat 3) Being a state bird would increase the awareness of sage grouse 4) Increase the mission  5) Elevate status and increase public interest.  

Discussion on NE Wyoming Sage Grouse Working Group Plan:

Mickey to be included in the Conservation Plan-Grazing plan; sagebrush set aside; feral animals.  Also need to look at economic incentives such as 1) Encourage use of telemetry devices to reduce disturbance 2) Water management plan-movable sprinklers (ie, “raintrain” type devices on a large scale) however, these must be looked at site specifically.  Would like to encourage transient enhancement of forage.   Reducing Fragmentation of landscape-would like to come up with an incentive to defragment landscape after it has been fragmented.  Would like to put under an umbrella objective and “reward” system.  Another recommendation/discussion made: landowners should be encouraged to leave residual coverage that equals 50% of pre-grazed status (take half-leave half).  Discussion about inclusion of ideas that are to be included in the Conservation Plan; they need to be written up and sent to Olin (Dan Thiele after December 10, 2004).  

As much detail needs to be included in the NE Conservation plan as possible as this information will eventually be incorporated and may save duplication with other Conservation strategies.   

Sarah  Bucklin-Comiskey would like any information pertaining to insect data relative to chick survival in the first three weeks of chick production.  

Assignments:

Tracy: Contact Ed Burton, NRCS to attend January meeting.

Mickey-last draft of seed mix; Letter to representatives inviting to next meeting

Bob B.-Equipment (aerator/trailer)

All others: Identify what piece (area of expertise) (ie, techniques, successes) and brainstorm for presentation to the group.

Helen: Landowner ideas to be involved in plan. 

December 17-Williams Production- 300 North Works (next to All Wire), Gillette, Wyoming (307-685-3607).

January meeting-January 19th, Wednesday-Gillette College Campus.

