NE Wyoming Sage Grouse Conservation Team Meeting (8th)

Best Western Douglas Inn

1450 Riverbend Drive

Douglas, WY 

November 2, 2004

All Members Present

Public Comment: None

Ed Mignery-Powder River Energy Corp. Barber Creek Indian Creek substation powerline being built; mostly on BLM; dilemma designing transmission line with no raptor perching.  New designs; don’t know if they will work or hold up in ice and wind.  $40,000 investment in 8 miles of line.  

Monitoring- None by company is planned; Tom Bills some should be done.  Handout to Tom M.  

Justin Binfet-WGFD Sage-Grouse Ecology-LEK survey data in the Cheyenne River Basin.  Handout info on maximum male lek attendance data.  How do we find leks away from roads.  Justin is budgeting for aerial flight survey money.  Little hunting pressure within the survey area.  Count lek is visited at least three times.  Survey is visited at least once (is there birds at that particular time).  

Thunder Basin Grasslands Prairie Ecosystem Association-A Proactive Privately-led Landscape Planning Initiative-Betty Pellatz, Board Chairperson Jon Haufler, Ecosystem Management Research Institute.  (NOTE:  insert handout data synopsis).  Discussion on private landowner confidentiality issues.  

Working Lunch:  Discussion to make a draft letter to change the Wyoming state bird the sage-grouse.  Letter from Bates Hole-Shirley Basin Sage-Grouse group to change the state bird from the Meadowlark to the Sage-Grouse.  Consensus from the group was not reached to support the Bates Hole Shirley Basin letter.

Olin handed out and overviewed the revised North East Wyoming Sage-Grouse Conservation plan.  The plan has many additions to be made.  The group needs to get ideas/suggestions to Olin.

Round table discussion on how individuals feel the group is moving forward.  Most felt the group was moving forward.  Few felt that that the group is not moving as quickly as needed.  

Mickey-Successful seeding for Sage Grouse:  Presentation/brochure over viewing acceptable seed mixtures for revegetation of job sites and pipelines.  Suggested to annotate a federally acceptable base mix.  .  

What kind of programs are out there to reimburse private landowners for the more expensive seed mixtures.  Suggested off site mitigation.  Industry may get federal grants to fund such programs.  Some funds may need to come legislatively.  This is something that needs to be acted on quickly to get into the next legislative session.  Tom Bills is currently working on an acceptable seed mixture; will incorporated into Mickey’s brochure.  Consensus was made for Helen to speak with the Department of Ag to get legislative approval to support recommended list of seed mixtures and to obtain state funded cost share program.  Game and Fish will support the Dept. of Ag. 

Review of letter to Gov. Freudenthal asking the State Land Board to adopt the state working groups RMP’s (Recommended Management Practice).   

Next Group Meeting:  November 22-PRECorp-Gillette 9:30 

December 17-Gillette-Place to be determined-9:30

