JH Sage Grouse Working Group #24                          
December 18, 2006


Upper Snake River Sage Grouse Local Working Group

December 18th, 2006

Wyoming Game and Fish Conference Room,   Jackson 1 – 3:30 pm

Members Present:  Joe Bohne, Sue Wolff, Eric Cole, Doug Wachob, Lance Koch, 

Randy Williams 

Absent:  Paul Bruun, Doug Johnston, Bert Raynes, Larry J, Franz Camenzind,

Guests:  Bryan Bedrosian and Derek Craighead, Beringia South; 

Facilitator: Barbara Hauge, Center for Resolution
Administrative matters

The minutes of November 16th meeting were approved.

The next meeting was scheduled for Friday, January 19th, from 8-12 noon at the WGF conference room.
Update on delineation of winter range

Geneva reported that Ali Courtemanche has been working on sagebrush classification from winter satellite scenes, but is finding that there is not enough sagebrush sticking up through snow.  They are looking at different ways to smooth out the polygons to make them more meaningful on the ground.  Geneva will continue to work with Ali, focusing on the analysis to check correlations between field heights and her findings from remote sensings.

Joe asked when we are likely to have the analysis. Geneva will meet with Ali on January 26th, so hopes to have something to present with Steve at the February meeting.
Funding for lek search flights

Tom Christiansen has $20,000 available for the whole state, and asked that requests for funds come in by the 1st week of January.  Decisions will be made that week as to where the money will go.  Winter is subject to winter conditions, so it is possible to roll the money over into more lek searches if it is not spent on flights, but it must be spent by June. There could be more such funds available next winter.

Joe proposed we request 5 hours of helicopter time for winter sage-grouse survey and 2 hours fixed-wing time for a lek survey, focusing on the Elk Ranch, the Potholes and Wolf Ridge. Joe will apply by January 1st. 

There was a discussion about how to refer to “leks” versus “lek complexes.”  Sue asked whether some individual leks were actually part of a single lek or should be split out.  She pointed out that leks can change over time.  Also identification of leks can depend on how data was collected; specifically whether the observers visited all leks on one day and could get a comprehensive count.

The group agreed that something should be included in the narrative that addresses this issue, so that statements are not confusing or misleading.  In general, the plan will state that there are two complexes: Jackson Hole and Gros Ventre, and within the complexes there are x number of leks.
Beringia South research project
Derek brought PTT satellite transmitters (samples of the 20g. and 45g, but not 30g., the most likely size to use for the project) in order to discuss his recommendation to purchase four 30g. transmitters.  The group agreed to buy four 30-gram transmitters at $4,000 each.  

Bryan has copies of the proposal for email submission to run by Joe, Sue and Doug, for LWG funds.  Howard Quigley has been putting together grants information for outside funding, but has not submitted any yet.  Derek will notify the LWG as to who Beringia South applies to for funds and will ask for a letter of support from the LWG.

Tom reminded the LWG that they received an email saying that the project proposal form is on the WGF website.  He explained that February 1st is the date for state money, though it is available now through October 2008.  

Joe asked about the process for funding the radio collars.  Tom said we need to set up a grant agreement and then we can start paying bills.  Joe will be the local WGF contact.

Our meeting minutes show that the LWG formally supports the Beringia South project, so Tom will start work on the grant agreement. Claims should be submitted to Joe for reimbursement.

Tom advised the group not to count on funding from the CSI group, as they may have started their process prematurely.  To keep track of their progress, the LWG can check their website: sagewise.org.

Tom asked whether there was any mention in the project proposal of the ongoing raven work.  Bryan will add it.

Beringia South will keep the LWG up to date on this project by email.

Range-wide Conservation Strategy

Range-wide conservation strategy will be delivered formally on January 6-7, 2007, and Joe should have the literature that goes with it.  Joe will report on it in the January meeting, how it was received by Fish and Wildlife Service and where we go from here.

First Half of Plan

LWG members will email Joe their edits by the end of the day Friday.  

Joe asked how to get the missing fire history (prescribed and wild fires).  Lance will talk with Diane Abendroth and ask her to supply the information to Joe.

The next meeting will focus on the outstanding items in the commitments section.  In advance, Joe and Lance will review BTNF comments on the commitments section and share their thoughts with the BTNF fire people.  The fire people will be invited to next meeting to work on reconciling any outstanding issues.

The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm.  The next regular meeting is planned for January 19, 2007 from 8-12 noon at the WGF conference room
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