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Jackson Sage-Grouse Local Working Group
September 28, 2006

Wyoming Game and Fish Conference Room,   Jackson,  1 – 5 pm

Members Present:  Joe Bohne, Franz Camenzind, Sue Wolff, Eric Cole, Larry 

Jorgensen, Doug Wachob

Absent:  Paul Bruun, Doug Johnston, Lance Koch, Bert Raynes, Randy Williams

Guests:  Sam Crowe, USDA Wildlife Services;  Bryan Bedrosian and Derek Craighead, 

Beringia South;  Geneva Chong and Daniel Pope, USGS

Observers:  Ali Courtemanche, GTNP;  Rachel Markko, Teton Conservation District; 

Melissa Harrison, JH Wildlife Foundation;  Lloyd Dorsey, Greater Yellowstone Coalition; 

Facilitator: Barbara Hauge, Center for Resolution
Administrative Matters
The minutes of the August 11th meeting were approved.

The next meeting was set for October 19th from 1 - 5pm.

Joe handed out the customized LWG shirts that Tom Christiansen provided.

Airport Update, Sam Crowe
Sam reviewed that his study resulted from an FAA requirement to survey wildlife they might bring down an airplane. The year-long survey started two months ago.  It will focus on sage-grouse near the runway.  Sam has found sage-grouse in the airport, including several males in the mowed safety area, and hens & chicks (under Army trucks when Dick Cheney was here).  He found no sage-grouse outside the perimeter fence however. 

The greatest number of sage-grouse, 47 birds, were found on his visit on September 15th.  Sam asked for help identifying a plant with white flowers, growing in the safety area.  Sage-grouse were eating it this summer.  The sage-grouse seem to be dependent on this plant in the disturbed ground at this time of year.  Sam wondered what the airport could do outside the perimeter to make this habitat available.  Elimination would solve the safety issue, but would be a problem if the airport sprayed the white plant and put in some other grass that sage-grouse can not use.    

The Park cannot alter habitat to benefit wildlife.  The group wondered whether that would apply to leased property.   Franz stated that the lease may preclude that.  

Geneva stated that she saw a pheasant with the sage-grouse.

Sue said this is the first time the Park will have detail about the sage-grouse and their use at the airport.
Updated maps of winter range

Joe presented Steve Kilpatrick and Doug Brimeyer’s updated maps of winter range around the Elk Refuge.  The range estimator program puts a buffer around most of the observations and connects them.  (The map doesn't include micro-sites, where birds do not stay very long.)  Other layers of information will be added (e.g.: a winter-exposed sagebrush layer) and the map will be validated with another survey to see how accurate the map is.  This should be done in a month.

Preliminary overview of sage-grouse habitat work, Geneva Chong, USGS

Geneva presented data from field checks this summer of exposed sagebrush shown in February 1996 (low-snow) satellite images.   Staff visited 34 points and found that only 4 did not have sage.  Staff recorded the species of shrubs and trees there and their height.  Other woody vegetation could account for confusion about the presence of sage.  Geneva was impressed that the information on the sagebrush was so accurate.  She will do further analysis this winter and make her data available to the group.

Project ideas

Bryan Bedrosian of Beringia South, distributed a project proposal describing an initial project of gathering information from radio-marked female sage-grouse.  Additional research could be built on that initial study.

Sue thought marking birds associated with the airport would be of interest.  It would allow the group to figure out what birds are moving and when they use different areas.  This could give information on the interchange between leks and would tie into the airport.

Some members still question whether winter habitat is the critical factor, since after the prescribed burn sage-grouse numbers didn't plummet.   Why were there not more differences in recent years?

In general, the group felt that information gathered from marked birds would be very valuable for conservation, particularly regarding where to do better prescribed burns.

Eric suggested that GPS be considered.  A blend of GPS and VHS was discussed, given the cost of GPS.

There was discussion of the limit to work that could be done with $60,000 of project funds available.  Matching funds would be needed.  The group discussed options for sources of matching funds.  Larry asked whether the information would be helpful to the Airport Board in problem-solving.   He also suggested that there might in future be funding for habitat projects through requirements made on private developers to mitigate development impacts.  Sue will research Animal Damage Management Board funding.
Overall, the group expressed initial interest in a proposal to do research on sage-grouse as it could help identify areas for conservation and management.   The project should not repeat the work done by Matt Holloran.  Sue will call Matt to ask if there' s anything he wished he had done when he was studying sage-grouse.

Doug Wachob was asked to chair an effort to look at the proposal, based on the groups’ discussion, and by next meeting suggest what we need to do to shape the idea to be ready for next spring.

Sue thanked Bryan for his work.

Sue reported that she had talked to Steve and Kelly about whether there would be a Park project that might qualify.  The scale of funding however was not right for the Kelly Hayfield restoration project.  Also the hayfield project is a long-term one that deals first with weeds and then with sage, so the benefit to sage-grouse is far off.

.

The group considered a mapping project, but concluded that the resources for those might be available already.

Joe reported that some LWG’s groups want to go on and to work together into the future, and that the Department of Agriculture and WY Game and Fish may consider it.  He said that some LWG’s were also asking for peer review of their plans.
Draft Plan: commitments and recommendations

Joe will send out an updated version of the commitments section next week, so group members can send him comments and information on ongoing projects and funding BY OCTOBER 10th.  We can review issues produced by those comments in our October meeting.  In November, we will go over the first part of the plan, with the goal of having a final draft in January.

The meeting adjourned at 5 pm.  The next regular meeting will be October 19th from 1-5 pm in the WGF conference room.
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