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Jackson Sage Grouse Local Working Group

August 11, 2006

Wyoming Game and Fish Conf Room,   Jackson 8:00-12:20pm

Members Present:  Joe Bohne, Franz Camenzind, Sue Wolff, Randy Williams, Eric Cole

Absent:  Paul Bruun, Doug Johnston, Doub Wachob, Lance Koch, Larry Jorgensen, 

Bert Raynes

Guests:  Howard Quigley and Bryan Bedrosian, Beringia South

Observers:  Anna Chalfoun, GTNP;  Mark Gocke, WGF

Facilitator: Barbara Hauge, Center for Resolution

Administrative Matters

The minutes of the July 7th meeting were approved.

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, September 28th from 1-5pm.  Joe asked that we discuss at our next meeting ideas for the funds that are available to implement management actions. Steve Kilpatrick would also like to present his updated delineation of winter range.  In order to review a rough draft of final plan in September, Joe will send a draft by the week of September 11th, so LWG members have 14 days to review the draft and come to the meeting with comments.  Members can also submit track changes ahead of time that we can go through in the meeting. 

Final Lek Data

Joe handed out his final report on lek data.  Joe said the totals are a little inflated because he used the high count for each lek.

The report shows a robust population with a sharp decline in 1999 and 2000 and slow recovery. This is the same pattern statewide.  Joe said the population is on the cusp of viability given the numbers of effective breeders. There is a lower reproductive rate for game birds, but with one good year the population can double or triple.  He explained that the “0” counts do not explain whether people checked leks but did not report or checked the leks and saw no grouse.  Sue will check if anyone is collecting snow depth data.

Letter to BLM regarding grazing BMP's

Randy handed out comments from Bert and himself. 

Randy will draft the letter by Monday, circulate it for comments and get a final version to Sue to sign by noon Thursday.

Other Items

Sue reported that Sam Crowe is seeing grouse in airport, though not they are not observed by airport staff.

Sue also reported that John is working on Kelly restoration of hayfields and may use the big seeder this fall.

Beringia South’s Raven Study

After an introduction by Howard Quigley, Bryan Bedrosian presented his research to date.  There has been a large increase in raven population from 1940-1970’s, which has leveled off.  This is explained by increased human population (Park visits plus more humans) and the elk harvest in the Park and Refuge.  Ravens have the lowest reproductive success in US, though high nest success and high post-fledging survival.  The Moulton lek is within the feeding territory of a banded raven pair. Typically grouse and raven select different habitat.  
.

Bryan asked where further research could help out.  Beringia South is interested in the protected habitat in Teton County

Joe said that the information on raven density and trends over time could be good material to add to the plan.

Review of the Draft Plan 

The group agreed to rename the Jackson Hole Conservation Area the “Upper Snake River” Conservation Area.

A quick review was made of the rough daft of the first part of the plan with comments noted in the draft.

Barbara was asked share the draft plan with people in Star Valley: Idaho Fish & Game, Caribou County Commissioners, Brenda Ashworth of the Star Valley Conservation District and Lincoln County Commissioners.  Joe will contact the Hoback River Cattle Association.

The meeting adjourned at 12:20pm   The next regular meeting is planned for September 28th from 1-5 pm in the WGF conference room 
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