Meeting Minutes

Jackson Local Sage Grouse Working Group


9/28/2004

First Meeting – Jackson, WY
 

Present:  Tom Christiansen, Jason Wilmot, Dylan Taylor, Chris Burkett, Sue Wolff, Joe Bohne, Eric Cole, Doug Johnston, Randy Williams, Bob Lucas, Larry Jorgenson

LWG members not present: Lance Koch, Doug Wachob, Paul Bruun, Bert Raynes, Franz Camenzind 

There was no public attendance.

Tom introduced sage grouse planning sessions, his role and the role of WYG&F. He then read opening remarks from John Emmerich, WY G&F Assistant Divisions Chief, and letters from Governors Office and other interested parties. He gave background on other groups across the state and stated that he hopes that the Jackson group can get a plan together within a year. He discussed ways in which the Wyoming Local Sage Grouse Working Group (LWG) can use interim projects as a good addition to the long term process.  He cited the public information brochure created by the Casper LWG, the habitat range improvements being made by a Casper landowner and the community presentations in Pinedale as examples.

Jason Wilmot introduced himself and explained his role as facilitator of the LWG.  He stated that it was his goal to help the group function well and achieve their goals. Jason reviewed the agenda and asked if anyone wanted to make any changes. There were no changes.

LWG members introduced themselves and stated their roles in the community, reasons for wanting to be involved in this process and their expectations for the LWG. 

Joe Bohne asked about the geographic scope of this group.  Tom passed out a map with the relevant areas outlined but stated that G&F is flexible about the edges of areas.  Tom said that the group could feel free to “take ownership of birds in Star Valley and Hoback”.  

Tom informed the group that their names, organizations and addresses will be public but not their phone numbers or email addresses.

Tom discussed some of the ESA listing background of sage grouse and outlined three possible scenarios on listing decision of December 29, 2004.

1) Sage-grouse is warranted for listing

2) Warranted but precluded because of other priorities

3)  Not warranted.  “best case scenario”

Tom stated that even if it is deemed warranted it does not immediately become listed which allows time for further action by local working groups to avert listing.

Joe noted that there is public response period in the year after a proposed listing that provides opportunity to respond to the findings.

Tom reviewed the resources available to the group.  These include the notebook given to members and a CD, “Conservation Assessment of Greater Sage-Grouse and Sagebrush Habitats, Western association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, June 2004,” and various studies and reports.

Tom discussed the need for additional mapping and stated that G&F has hired a GIS tech to do this for each of the working groups. Joe passed around the Pinedale dataset as an example.

Tom introduced the Wyoming Local Sage Grouse Working Group Charter and reiterated that while the LGW will develop its own ground rules but will operate under the WGF Commission approved Charter.

Joe stated that, if contacted by the press, LWG members can only represent themselves and not the group, and Tom added that this issue will be covered in more detail by the ground rules.

BREAK

Jason introduced the Ground Rules using an example from Bates Hole/Shirley Basin Group. It was decided that the group would wait until the third meeting to create their own rules.

Tom recommended that the group operate under the example until the third meeting when more people are in attendance.  The election of a Chair was also postponed until the third meeting.  

Tom reviewed the timeline and expectations of the LWG.  He pointed out that Appendix 10 in the first section of the notebook is a good outline for this group to use and that this outline meets all the USF&WS standards.
Joe raised the issue of potential interactions with the Elk Refuge planning and with the Jackson Hole Airport sage grouse study.  Grazing in the GTNP and in the Gros Ventre is also thought to be a political issue that may influence sage grouse. 

Tom reviewed the logistics of covering expenses incurred by LWG members. He specifically stated that WYG&F has the ability to reimburse those who are not already paid for their time, such as agricultural interests or other private parties.

Joe proposed several field trip areas: GTNP, Elk Refuge, maybe at Teton Science School and perhaps the airport.

Tom reviewed the proposed agendas for the next two meetings.

Meeting 2: 

Meeting notes approval

Quick presentation and field trip (Matt Holloran) – sage-grouse 101

        

Dates for the field trip were proposed: Oct 20th or 21st     

The attendees stated that their preference is the 21st of October. 

Meeting 3:

Presentations

Rangewide Assessment (Joe Bohne) 



        
Statewide (Tom Christiansen/ Joe Bohne)



         
USF&WS – (Pat Diebert) 



LWG Details: Ground rules, mission statement, election of LWG Chair

Brainstorming session for issues of interest/concern to the group

Habitat projects–on going – what the different agencies doing 

(Jackson Interagency Habitat Initiative – JIHI)

Habitat/range trends 

Need maps sooner than later – where are leks/habitat? Sage grouse and treatments


Some info about the fire plans would be helpful (JIHI)


Ecotourism/viewing impacts/management


Fire management is a big deal in GTNP – wild and prescribed


Invasive species issues


Jackson Hole Airport study

FAA requires study on wildlife conflicts



Ag. Dept. has come up with guidelines



Mostly a safety issue to the FAA



Study will probably begin next spring


Elk Bison EIS alternatives may have impact on sage-grouse


Disease- West Nile concerns 

Wyoming Animal Damage Control Board has set aside $20,000 for projects related to predators
*Deadline: December 15 


Raven study in Jackson Hole


There is also a coyote study that was conducted in Jackson Hole area

Private land development /urban interface concerns – especially in extreme winter habitat areas

Housecat predation is also development issue


Predators 

Groups for presentations to the LWG in future meetings

Jackson Hole Wildlife Foundation 

Jackson Hole Land Trust



Forest Service focusing on Gros Ventre


Gros Ventre sage-grouse management

LUNCH

Group Training Exercise: Chris Burkett Presentation

“The Self-Defeating Habit of Otherwise Brilliant People: The Accidental Undoing of Teamwork, Self-confidence and Trust,” by Thera Rising Inc. 


A video of the afternoon presentation will be available to members. 

Jason then had members fill out an evaluation of the day and discussed the valuable aspects of the meeting as well as things that could have been done better.

It was noted that outlining the Charter, goals and expectations was valuable and that having “sideboards” is very helpful in directing the actions of group.  It was also expressed that that high member attendance is crucial to the effectiveness of group. 

Tom continued discussion of logistics, future meeting scheduling and planning.

Joe Bohne agreed to firm up the 20th or the 21st ASAP, get background information to members not in attendance, and complete contact information for those who are not here.

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Dylan Taylor

NRCC Project Associate
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